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Becca Balint, left, of Brattleboro, has been the Democratic Party majority leader of the State Senate 
and will be its president pro tempore for the upcoming biennium. Rep. Emily Long, right, of Newfane, 
is the party’s choice for House majority leader. 


Windham County women take 





POWER ROLES 17 Montpelier 


As Sen. Becca Balint and Rep. Emily 
Long take on new leadership roles 1n 
the state Legislature, the two lawmakers 
reflect on the challenges ahead 


By MacLean Gander 


The Commons 


en the new state Legislature 

starts work in January, it 

will do so with an unprec- 

edented number of women 

in key leadership positions, including two 
from Windham County: Becca Balint of 
Brattleboro and Emily Long of Newfane. 

Balint will serve as president pro tem- 
pore of the Senate, where she represents 
Windham County, and Long, who repre- 
sents the Windham-5 district (Marlboro, 
Newfane, and Townshend), will be the 
House majority leader. 

Both Balint and Long were voted into 
their respective posts by consensus within 
the Senate and House Democratic cau- 
cuses. Both elected in 2014, they rose 
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swiftly through the ranks. By the 2019-20 
biennium, Balint was elected Senate ma- 
jority leader and Long, the Democratic 
whip. 

They are part of a strong group of 
women who will take on top leadership 
roles on the Democratic side, includ- 
ing Molly Gray as lieutenant governor 
and, in the Senate, Allison Clarkson of 
Woodstock as majority leader and Cheryl 
Hooker of Rutland as the assistant ma- 
jority leader. 

The Democrats’ nominee for 
Speaker of the House, Jill Krowinski of 
Burlington, will presumably be elected 
to that role when the House reconvenes. 
Republicans, for their part, have nomi- 
nated Patty McCoy of Poultney as mi- 
nority leader. 

The question of what it means that 


Hikers walk on one of the trails in the Deer 
Run Wildlife Preserve in Dummerston. 





sO many women will hold power in the 
coming two years is a complex one. Many 
women have played leadership roles in 
the past, although only one female gover- 
nor — Madeline Kunin, who served three 
terms in the 1980s — has held that office. 

Balint is the first woman to hold her 
position. She also is the first openly gay 
person to do so. 

“For me, as a woman and as a queer 
person, it means finally getting to do the 
thing I was always called to do, despite 
obstacles, despite not having a clear en- 
trance into that line of work because 
I did not have political connections, I 
didn’t come from a lot of money, all those 
things,” said Balint in an interview with 
The Commons. 

“For me, the way I have been talking 
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Vermont primed 


for arrival of 





COVID-19 vaccine 


First doses of Pfizer- 
Biontech should arrive in the 
state this week, with some 
vaccinations set for Dec. 21 


By Randolph T. Holhut 


The Commons 


BRATTLEBORO—Now 
that the federal Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) has given 
its approval for the emergency 
use of the Pfizer/BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine, doses of 
the vaccine have begun arriving 
in Vermont. 

The first 1,950 doses of the 
vaccine were delivered on Dec. 
14. They were split between the 
State Vaccine Depot and the 
University of Vermont Medical 
Center in Burlington. 

This is the first portion of the 
initial 5,850 doses that Vermont 


Relicensing for 


has been allocated. An dditional 
1,950 doses arrived on Dec. 15, 
according to the Vermont Health 
Department. 

The says another 1,950 doses 
will ship later this week directly 
to pharmacies that have con- 
tracted with the federal govern- 
ment to administer vaccines at 
long-term care facilities. 

The Health Department, 
in coordination with the State 
Emergency Operations Center, 
will distribute vaccine to hos- 
pitals throughout the state. 
Vaccinations began on Dec. 15 
at UVM Medical Center, with 
others sites expected to start on 
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Conn. River dams 


enters final stages 


Great River Hydro, FirstLight 
submit applications to 

feds; river advocates give 

them mixed reviews 


By Randolph T. Holhut 


The Commons 


BRATTLEBORO—Two 
energy companies that own 
hydroelectric facilities on the 
Connecticut River have filed 
their final revised license ap- 
plications with the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC). 

Great River Hydro (for- 
merly TransCanada), owners 
of the Wilder, Bellows Falls, and 
Vernon dams, filed its applica- 
tion with FERC on Dec. 7. 

FirstLight Power, a subsidiary 
of ArcLight Capital Partners, 
a private equity firm based in 
Boston, owns the Northfield 
Mountain pumped storage 
project and the Turners Falls 
dam, both in Massachusetts. 
FirstLight filed its application 
with FERC on Dec. 4. 


Together, these five facili- 
ties constitute more than 30 
percent of hydropower genera- 
tion in New England and af- 
fect more than 175 miles of the 
Connecticut River. 

The Connecticut River 
Conservancy (CRC), a nonprofit 
group that is one of the leading 
advocates for maintaining the 
health of the river, has been care- 
fully monitoring the relicensing 
process for these facilities since 
the latest 50-year relicensing cy- 
cle began in 2012. 

FERC last issued licenses for 
these facilities in 1968. All were 
to have expired in April 2018. 

“This is a generational con- 
versation,” said CRC Executive 
Director Andrew Fisk at an on- 
line press briefing on Dec. 9. 
“There is a tremendous oppor- 
tunity to be able to improve the 
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Green Mountain Conservancy seeks 


to purchase land in West River Valley 


for a wildlife preserve — a plan that 


would add 626 acres of semi-wilderness 


to the Deer Run Nature Preserve in 


Dummerston, Brookline, and Newfane 


By Randolph T. Holhut 


The Commons 


s nature preserves go, 
the ridgeline property 
rising up from the West 

iver as it straddles 
the towns of Dummerston, 
Brookline, and Newfane doesn’t 
look much different from the 
rest of the vistas one sees while 
driving on Route 30 west of 
Brattleboro. 

Yet these 626 acres make 





up a parcel so biodiverse that 
it includes representatives of 
nearly every important species 
of flora and fauna in the Green 
Mountain State. 

It is one of the few large 
semi-wilderness areas left in 
the West River Valley, accord- 
ing to Vermont Fish & Wildlife 
Department biologist Forrest 
Hammond. 

The nonprofit Green 
Mountain Conservancy (GMC) 
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Without our volunteers, this 
newspaper would exist only 
in our imaginations. 
Special thanks to: 

Simi Berman, Diana Bingham, 
Jim Maxwell, 

Bevan Quinn, Gino Palmeri, 
Barbara Kono, Beth McKinney, 
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Barbara Evans, Stephen Phillips, 
Jon Potter and LatchisArts, 
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Emily Cox and Henry Rathvon 
In memoriam: 

Alan O. Dann 


An activist’s 
ice-cream 


dream 


comes true 


Curtiss Reed Fr. helps 
spur Ben & Ferry’s to 
create a flavor touting 
Colin Kaepernick’s 
racial justice fight 


By Kevin O’Connor 


Special to The Commons 


RATTLEBORO— 
Racial justice activist 
Curtiss Reed Jr. had a 
dream. 

A Ben & Jerry’s ice cream 
dream. 

A Ben & Jerry’s ice cream 
dream that the company would 
create its first flavor recogniz- 
ing a current person of color 
— specifically, football quarter- 
back and fellow advocate Colin 
Kaepernick. 

This month, that dream sud- 
denly and surprisingly came true. 

The Vermont ice cream maker 
has announced it will honor 
Kaepernick with a new frozen 
dessert, with its theme a blend 
of the player’s civil rights ac- 
tions and his non-dairy, vegan 
appetite. 

“Change the Whirled” — a 


2a ° ° 
* prolidnrg | obits 


Pre-order your holiday meals 
from the Deli on our website 
by Dec. |8th and pick up 


Prime Rib * Ducks 
Spiral Hams * Turkey * Lamb 


€exP 


anded Holiday Walk-in Hoy 
rs: 


mix of caramel, sunflower but- 
ter, fudge chips, graham crack- 
ers, and chocolate cookies — will 
raise money for Kaepernick’s 
“courageous work to confront 
systemic oppression and to stop 
police violence against Black and 
Brown people,” the company 
said in a statement. 

Kaepernick, formerly of the 
San Francisco 49ers, sparked 
headlines in 2016 by kneeling 
in protest during the national 
anthem to shed light on police 
brutality against minorities. 

That spurred Reed, execu- 
tive director of the Vermont 
Partnership for Fairness and 
Diversity, to launch an online 
petition in 2018 calling for Ben 
& Jerry’s to create a Kaepernick- 
inspired flavor. 

“Ben & Jerry’s has been talk- 
ing the social justice talk for 40 
years,” Reed wrote in a change. 
org effort. “However, it has yet to 
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Racial justice activist Curtiss Reed Jr. holds one of the first pints of Ben & Jerry’s 
new “Change the Whirled” frozen dessert honoring football quarterback Colin 


Kaepernick. 


walk the walk of racial justice as 
evidenced by who it chooses to 
feature on its pints of ice cream.” 

The company once released 
a “limited batch” flavor, “One 
Love,” honoring the late musi- 
cian Bob Marley. But other than 
a past play on former President 
Barack Obama’s campaign motto 
with “Yes Pecan,” it hadn’t sa- 
luted a living person of color. 

This summer, amid Black 
Lives Matter protests of the 
Minneapolis police killing of 
Minnesotan George Floyd, 
Ben & Jerry’s published a blog 
post, “We must dismantle white 
supremacy.” 

Six months later, the ice cream 
maker that has talked up climate 
change, refugee resettlement, 
and transgender rights followed 
up with its latest product. 


on Dec. 23 and 24. 
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MAKO Robotic-Arm Assisted Technology 


“We deeply respect how Colin 
uses his voice to protest racism, 
white supremacy and police vio- 
lence through the belief that ‘love 
is at the root of our resistance,” 
Ben & Jerry’s CEO Matthew 
McCarthy said in a statement. 

Ben & Jerry’s will roll out its 
new flavor in 2021. Proceeds 
will support the Know Your 
Rights Camp, which Kaepernick 
founded to “advance the libera- 
tion and well-being of Black and 
Brown communities.” 

Reed, head of the Brattleboro- 
based nonprofit, formerly 
known as Alana Community 
Organization, since 2002, isn’t 
shy about public campaigns. 
Shortly after joining the non- 
profit, he launched a personal 
effort to remove the Confederate 
Colonel mascot from Brattleboro 
Union High School. 

Reed succeeded — but only 
after patience and plenty of pub- 
lic debate. Hoping for a repeat 
performance, he proposed his 
Kaepernick idea to Ben & Jerry’s 
at a company meeting several 
years ago. 

“They were talking about be- 
ing more active around racial 
justice,” he recalls, “and I chal- 
lenged them if they really want 
to focus on that, it needs to be 
reflected in their product line.” 

Fast-forward to this month, 
when Reed received a call from 
Miller. 

“I was sworn to secrecy,” the 
local activist said, “but on the 
phone I let out a big yelp.” 

Ben & Jerry’s mailed out the 
first two pints in dry ice: One 
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How does the MAKO work? 


We begin with a CT scan of your hip or knee to generate a 3D 
model of your unique anatomy. This ensures precision and 
accuracy of the incision for joint replacement surgery. 


Why choose MAKO? 


Compared to traditional joint replacement surgery, the MAKO 
offers smaller incisions, less scarring, reduced blood loss, less 
implant wear and loosening, and a Faster recovery. 
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BMH Orthopaedics 
and Sports Medicine 


a Department of Brattleboro Memorial Hospital 


|7 Belmont Ave ¢ Brattleboro, VT 
www.bmhvt.org/ortho 


(802) 251-861 | 


to Kaepernick and the other to 
Reed, who promptly hid it away 
in his freezer. 

“In a world of instant gratifica- 
tion, we’ve lost sight of the fact 
that things take time,” Reed said. 
“This is what being patient and 
persistent can produce.” 





COURTESY PHOTO 
Bags of food awaited 
hungry Vermonters at 
Retreat Farm this past 
summer. 


Retreat 
Farm gets 
$35,000 to 
support 
food 


project 


BRATTLEBORO—Retreat 
Farm, a nonprofit dedicated 
to connecting people to the 
land and to one another, has 
received a $35,000 grant from 
the Gannett Family Fund 
at the Vermont Community 
Foundation to support the farm’s 
efforts to address food insecurity 
in the wake of COVID-19. 

At the beginning of the pan- 
demic, the farm launched an 
emergency food pantry and 
ramped up its production of 
vegetables and meat to share di- 
rectly with people in need and 
through several food pantry part- 
ners throughout the community. 

With the Gannett Family 
Fund’s support, the program will 
expand in the coming year with 
the introduction of a pay-what- 
you-can farmstand. 

When COVID-19 hit, the 
farm immediately turned its 
attention to addressing the fi- 
nancial stress and food insecu- 
rity that was made worse by the 
pandemic. 

The farm turned its attention 
to the struggle of local families 
to put food on the table. 

“First, we launched a food 
pantry to supplement people’s 
food budgets, and then we be- 
gan growing as much food as 
possible on our lands to donate 
to people in need,” CEO Buzz 
Schmidt said in a news release. 

More than 600 families and 
seniors have received bags of 
eggs, vegetables, fruit, and 
healthy staples from the Retreat 
Farm and other local farms over 
the 32 weeks of this program. 

The farm produced over 
10,000 pounds of vegetables, 
flowers, and pastured meat 
that were shared with the com- 
munity through the Retreat 
Farm’s 65-family food pantry 
and through partnerships with 
the Vermont Foodbank, the food 
shelf at Westgate Apartments, 
Everyone Eats!, the Windham 
Southeast School District’s 
Summer Meals Program, and 
the SUSU Collective’s 25-fam- 
ily BIPOC CSA. 

Retreat Farm plans to con- 
tinue to support families in need 
to the best of their ability through 
the winter. If you, or someone 
you know, is in need, contact the 
farm at 802-490-2270. 
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‘It’s not really about you, it’s 


about serving your community’ 
Kate O’Connor prepares to leave Chamber after seven years at the helm 


By MacLean Gander 


The Commons 


BRATTLEBORO—When 
Kate O’Connor steps away from 
her role as executive director of 
the Brattleboro Area Chamber 
of Commerce on Dec. 31, it will 
mark the first time since 1969 
that a member of her family will 
not be involved in public service 
in this area. 

“TI have been here for seven 
years, and I think for a person 
to grow and for a business to 
grow, you need new blood,” said 
O’Connor. “Sometimes if you’re 
the same person being there for 
a long period of time, it doesn’t 
do the person any good, and it 
doesn’t help the organization.” 

Greg Lesch, membership and 
operations director, will step in 
as interim executive director after 
O’Connor leaves, with a perma- 
nent executive director expected 
to be appointed in June. 

O’Connor has held her posi- 
tion with the Chamber for the 
past seven years. During part of 
that period, she also served on 
the Selectboard for three terms, 
stepping down as chair in 2018. 

During that time, she saw 
many significant issues and 
developments. 

The town undertook a massive 
new public safety building pro- 
gram and faced issues related to 
homelessness and poverty, cli- 
mate change, and racial equity 
in town employment practices, 
notably how to diversify a town 
staff that was entirely white. 

O’Connor described the chal- 
lenge of Selectboard meetings 
that usually had just a handful 
of participants, yet would some- 
times be flooded during complex 
conversations on difficult issues. 

“When we had the issue with 
panhandling, those meetings 


Vaccine 


Dec. 21. 

However, at the current pace 
of the rollout, many Vermonters 
will not have access to the vac- 
cine until the spring of 2021. 

The federal government, 
which is responsible for nation- 
wide distribution of vaccines, 
has promised to distribute the 
vaccine in quantities relative to 
each state’s population. 

However, the federal govern- 
ment has not provided any de- 
tails on the logistics surrounding 
the COVID-19 vaccine, leaving 
it to the states to figure out their 
own plans. 

Fortunately, Vermont has 
been planning for the arrival of 
the vaccine since July, when the 
state’s COVID-19 Vaccination 
Planning Team started prepar- 
ing a plan. This team included 
experts from the Department 
of Health, Vermont Emergency 
Management, UVM Medical 
Center, and the Agency of 
Digital Services. 

These priorities, approved 
by Levine, formally fol- 
low the recommendation of 
both the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices and 
Vermont’s COVID-19 Advisory 
Committee. 

Hospitals will immunize their 
own workers while, in long-term- 
care facilities, pharmacy workers 
will give shots to residents and 
staff over a three-week period. 

Vermont Health 
Commissioner Dr. Mark Levine 
cautioned that it won’t be until 
early February or March before 
the vaccine starts having an ef- 
fect on the rate of new infections. 

“T am not taking away hope 
here. I am just providing a real- 
ity context that the stark statistics 
on the TV of hospitalizations, 
deaths, and cases aren’t going to 
change with the snap of a finger 
because there is a vaccine on the 
market,” Levine said at a Dec. 10 
news conference in Montpelier. 

“But they are going to change, 
and the changes will occur after 
February — more dramatically, 
we hope,” he continued. 


Who gets it first? 

The state draft vaccination 
plan, submitted to the CDC in 
October, divides distribution into 
four phases. 

The first phase focuses on 
health-care workers, particularly 
those who have contact with pa- 
tients in high-risk settings, fol- 
lowed by older adults and people 
who have chronic illnesses and 
are at the highest risk of devel- 
oping COVID-19 most severely. 

Certain essential workers — 
such as educators, people in 
homeless shelters and correc- 
tional facilities, and other older 
adults — are among those in the 
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RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/COMMONS FILE PHOTO 
Kate O’Connor, speaking at a public hearing during 
her time as a Selectboard member, is stepping down 


as executive director of the Brattleboro Area Chamber 





of Commerce. 


were packed, and I remember 
saying this, because I was chair, 
that no one’s right, but no one’s 
wrong, you know what I mean?” 
O’Connor said. 

“We have the charter of com- 
passion, so it was really the ques- 
tion of, ‘Here’s what we want our 
town to be, we want ourselves to 
be compassionate,” she said. 

Before the pandemic, the 
question of how Brattleboro 
and Windham County could ex- 
pand the region’s tourism base 


second phase of distribution. 

Young adults, children, 
and people who work in fields 
deemed “essential to maintain- 
ing a functional society” com- 
prise phase three. 

Those remaining are in the fi- 
nal phase. 

The state said it will also “col- 
laborate with community orga- 
nizations and other partners” 
to ensure that people who are 
disproportionately affected by 
COVID-19, including Black 
people, Indigenous people, and 
other people of color, “have eq- 
uitable access to the vaccine.” 

The plan will also empha- 
size “the fundamental impor- 
tance of safety and efficacy” to 
build trust and to ensure “that 
Vermonters receive the full 
benefit of a safe and effective 
COVID-19 vaccine.” 

The Pfizer vaccine poses some 
major logistical challenges. It re- 
quires storage at minus-70 de- 
grees Celsius, and it is given as 
two shots, 21 days apart. The 
state says it has enough freezers 
to accommodate this particular 
vaccine. 


Getting ready 

Locally, Brattleboro Memorial 
Hospital and several long-term 
care facilities are getting ready 
to start immunization programs. 

BMH President and CEO 
Steven Gordon wrote on Dec. 
14 that “beginning this week 
(assuming statewide vaccine dis- 
tribution is operational) we will 
begin vaccinating BMH staff as 
well as our community partners’ 
heath care providers such EMS 
(Rescue Inc.) and home health 
care agencies.” 

Calling the vaccine roll-out 
“a major milestone in our fight 
against COVID-19,” Gordon 
added that the hospital contin- 
ues to operate its free pop-up 
testing site that is available seven 
days a week. 

JoAnne C. Blanchard, exec- 
utive director of Valley Cares/ 
West River Valley Assisted 
Living in Townshend, told The 
Commons that the facility has en- 
rolled in the CDC’s Pharmacy 
Partnership for Long-term Care 
(LTC) Program, which offers 
management and administra- 
tion of the COVID-19 vaccine 
in rural LTC facilities. 

“Our facility will be working 
with Walgreens as our pharmacy 
partner,” Blanchard said. “This 
COVID-19 vaccine clinic will 
cover all residents and staff at our 
facility. We are expecting com- 
munication from [Walgreens] in 
the next one to two weeks.” 

She said the CDC has indi- 
cated to her that clinics will start 
no earlier than Dec. 21 at Valley 
Cares and that clinics for all 
other long-term care facilities will 
be scheduled “as soon as there 


and support local businesses 
often emerged at Selectboard 
meetings, and the board ap- 
proved a marketing grant to 
the Downtown Brattleboro 
Association (DBA) to work with 
the Chamber to develop a new 
campaign. 

That work started in the fall of 
2019, but the whole question of 
tourism marketing became com- 
plex when the pandemic forced 
a wide array of changes on travel 
and businesses. 


is adequate vaccine allocated to 
Vermont. Due to production un- 
certainty, CDC cannot confirm 
the number of vaccine doses we 
will receive.” 

Dane Rank, lead adminis- 
trator at Thompson House 
Rehabilitation and Nursing 
Center in Brattleboro, told The 
Commons that the 43-bed skilled 
nursing facility has contracted 
with Health Direct, a pharmacy 
services company, to administer 
the vaccine. 

Rank said clinics have been 
confirmed for Dec. 29, Jan. 18, 
and Feb. 8. Staff and residents 
will be receiving two injections 
of the vaccine 21 days apart. Half 
of the staff will be immunized on 
Dec. 29 and get their follow-up 
shot on Jan. 18, when the other 
half will get their first dose. On 
Feb. 8, that second group will get 
their follow-up dose. 

At Pine Heights Center for 
Nursing and Rehabilitation in 
Brattleboro, administrator Diane 
Sullivan told The Commons that 


‘How can we make 
things better?’ 

Earlier in her career, 
O’Connor served as an aide to 
former Vermont Gov. Madeline 
Kunin. She was a long-time 
aide to former Gov. Howard 
Dean, continuing to serve him 
in his 2004 campaign for the 
Democratic Party presidential 
nomination, an experience she 
later chronicled in a book. 

O’Connor said that she never 
saw public service as being about 
herself, but about the team effort 
that is always involved in politics. 

“TI look at what I have been 
involved in with other people,” 
she said. “I sort of look at every- 
thing I’ve always tried to do in 
my time was to help the com- 
munity, because, you know, I 
did grow up here.” 

“When I was on the 
Selectboard, I always tried to 
look out for the taxpayer, be- 
cause we need a place that’s af- 
fordable, where people get the 
services they need. It’s a won- 
derful community [and] I have 
always approached things in the 
bigger sense of ‘How can we 
make things better?’” 

Often seen as a mediator in 
her roles on the Selectboard and 
with the Chamber, O’Connor 
emphasized the nonpartisan na- 
ture of town politics and the ab- 
sence of party affiliations in town 
governance as positive forces. 

Her father, Timothy J. 
O’Connor Jr., started in Vermont 
politics as a Democratic House 
representative in 1969, serving 
as speaker of the House from 
1975 until he left the Legislature 
in 1981. 

He was the town moderator 
for 24 years, retiring in 2012. 
He died in 2018 at the age of 81. 

O’Connor’s mother, Martha 
O’Connor, spent four decades in 
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they “are eagerly awaiting the 
vaccine. We hope to begin vac- 
cination clinics for residents and 
staff by month’s end.” 

Pine Heights and the other 
long-term care facilities in 
Windham County are currently 
COVID-19 free, and all have 
maintained that status since the 
early days of the pandemic in 
March. 

“We are very proud of our 
staff as they have been stellar 
infection prevention specialists 
over the past many months,” 
Sullivan said. 

“It is time for all of us, most 
importantly our residents, to be 
able to hug and hold their chil- 
dren, grandchildren, and great- 
grandchildren again,” she said. 
“That’s why we look forward 
to the upcoming vaccination 
program.” 


Get up-to-date vaccine informa- 
tion at healthvermont.gov/covid-19/ 
vaccine. 


Your local sources for 
home improvement 





PLUMBING & HEATING 


SERVING THE BRATTLEBORO AREA 
WITH RELIABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL 
- BATHROOM & KITCHEN REMODELING 

- COMPLETE HEATING SYSTEMS 

- WATER PUMPS & SYSTEMS 


802-254-4963 


1090 WESTERN AVENUE 
WEST BRATTLEBORO 
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PAVING, TAR Paving Projects 
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Seal Coating and Crack Filling 
Utility & Road Construction 
General Sitework 
Joel Porter Jr. * dmipavinginc@comcast.net 
103 Frost Place, P.O. Box 1053 
Brattleboro, VT 05302 


493 Stebbins Rd. 
Vernon, VT 
802-490-9771 


vernonselfstoragevt.com 


Septic Tank Pumping 
e3 Portable Toilet Rentals 


802-257-1619 


Vernon, VT e stevessepticoumping.com 





public service, serving on a wide 
range of local and state boards, 
often as chairwoman, including 
the Brattleboro Selectboard and 
Brattleboro Union High School 
board, the Vermont State Board 
of Education, the Vermont 
School Boards Association, the 
Vermont State Colleges Board 
of Trustees, and the Vermont 
Lottery Commission. She died 
unexpectedly in 2019. 

“I learned [my approach to 
leadership] from my parents, 
to be really honest, because 
they both taught us that you 
need to be involved and they 
sort of showed us how to do it,” 
O’Connor said. “My brother, sis- 
ter, and I all learned that it’s not 
really about you, it’s about serv- 
ing your community.” 

“T really do credit our parents 
for bringing us along the way that 
they did,” she said. 


Cleaning house 
O’Connor and her siblings 
suffered two quick losses with 
the death of their father in 2018 
and their mother’s death the fol- 
lowing year. She has moved to 
the family home to clean house. 
“All of their stuff is there. It is 
a 17-room house, and my father 
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was a packrat,” said O’Connor. 
“They lived there for 54 years, so 
my stuff is layered on top of all 
of that, and my immediate plan 
is to deal with that.” 

“My mother was like, ‘We’re 
not saving stuff,’ and my father 
saved stuff. He was like a squir- 
rel, because he didn’t want my 
mom to know he was saving 
stuff,” O’Connor said. “She 
would tell us, ‘Get that box out 
of here’ and he would, but in 17 
rooms you have a lot of places to 
hide [things] — open a drawer, 
open a closet — my god.” 

“My immediate plan is to deal 
with all of that,” she said. 

She is taking time to think 
about what will come next. 

“When I was up in the gov- 
ernor’s office, and here at the 
Chamber or on the Selectboard, 
I got to interact with a lot of peo- 
ple,” O’Connor said. “That gives 
you the opportunity to make 
a difference, even if it’s just a 
small little thing that you’re able 
to do.” 

“I would love to be able to 
continue to do something that 
allows me to be involved in the 
community, because that’s what 
I really like.” 


PUBLIC 
NOTICES 


To place your legall/public notice/ 
ad, call 888-511-5150 or email 
ads@commonsnews. org 


Notice of Windham County Annual Meeting 
**TO ALL RESIDENTS OF WINDHAM COUNTY** 
Pursuant to 24 V.S.A.133®© Notice is hereby given that the Annual Windham 


County Meeting of the voters presenting the proposed budget for the county 
for the ensuing year will be held on: 


Tuesday, January 18, 2021, at 3:30 PM 


Due to the current pandemic, the meeting will be held virtually via Zoom. 
There will be no physical meeting held at the Courthouse. Please see below 
for meeting attendance information. 


If interested in attending this meeting via Zoom, please contact the Windham 
County Clerk at wmccamp12@gmail.com. Please provide your full name and 
town in which you reside. The Zoom information will be emailed to you 
approximately 3 business days prior to the meeting date. 


The following is a summary of the expenditures being proposed for the fiscal year 
Beginning February 1, 2021. 


$434,647.81 


$209,538.81 
$32,700.00 


County Clerk’s Office, Windham County Courthouse 
Personnel 

Professional Services 

Contract Services 

Building & Grounds 

Operational Expenses 

Insurance 

Donations 


Windham Probate Court 
Building Expenses 
Contract Services 
Operational Expenses 


$147,700.00 
$19,140.00 
$11,869.00 
$12,000.00 


$321,009.03 
$176,184.03 
$86,225.00 
$15,000.00 


Windham County Sheriff's Department 
Personnel 

Professional Services 

Contract Services 

Building Expenses 

Operational Expenses 

Insurance 


$23,600.00 
$20,000.00 


County Capital Reserve Fund 
TOTAL COUNTY EXPENDITURES 


REVENUE 

Windham Superior Court Small Claims and Notary Fees 
TOTAL COUNTY REVENUES 

County Capital Construction Fund $45,000.00 
TOTAL TO BE ASSESSED TO THE TOWNS OF WINDHAM COUNTY..... $686,656.84 


The tax rate is based on last year’s Grand List as this year’s list is not published 
until the end of December, January. Estimated Tax rate FY 21/22 0.00878. 
Actual tax rate should be known by the Annual County Meeting in January 2021. 
Copies of the complete proposed budget are available to the public. Please 
contact the Windham County Clerk at wmccamp12@gmail.com. 


Patricia W. Duff, Assistant Judge 


$24,000.00 
$24,000.00 


Lamont Barnett, Assistant Judge 





KINDERGARTEN TEACHER 


The Dover School, an Authorized International Baccalaureate (IB) World 
School, has an immediate opening for a kindergarten teacher to cover a 
long-term sub position beginning in January of 2021. 

Dover School classroom teachers sustain a high-energy, positive classroom 
environment favorable to academic achievement and personal growth. 
Dover teachers establish positive rapport with students and their families 
and strive to motivate students to develop their skills, attitudes, and 
knowledge to foster the necessary foundation for lifelong learning. 


Job responsibilities include, but are not limited to: 

- Design and deliver instruction around the Common Core State Standards, 
Next Generation Science Standards, the C-3 Framework for Social 
Studies, and the International Baccalaureate Written, Taught and Assessed 
Curriculum. 

- The ability to design and provide appropriate learning experiences 
that advance student learning; use differentiated instruction techniques, 
design and implement RTI (Response-To-Intervention) plans, and support 
a coordinated behavior management system. 

- Use diagnostic, formative, and summative assessments to inform 
instructional practice. 

- Employ diverse technology integration practices founded on the ISTE 
(International Society for Technology in Education) Technology Standards; 
SMARTBoard technologies (notebook, camera, etc.), and various digital 
learning tools such as Mystery Science, Zearn, Discovery Education, Science 
Techbook, and Google Applications for Education to enhance 
learning opportunities. 

- Manage the academic program for “School Supported Home Study” 
remote students. 


- Teach all subjects areas across the elementary school curriculum. 


- Model lifelong learning and continuous growth by maintaining 
professional competence through participation in high quality professional 
development that will expand thinking. 


- Participate in all school events including concerts, plays, parent conference 
nights, graduation and other activities throughout the year. 


Bachelor’s degree in Education and a Vermont teaching license (or eligibility) 
with the elementary endorsement required. Master’s Degree preferred. 


Please go online to schoolspring.com, job ID #3402437 to apply. 
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MILESTONES 
Births, deaths, and news of people from Windham County 


Obituaries 


¢ Marshall Parker Bills, 
69, formerly of Brattleboro. 
Died Dec. 3, 2020 of lung can- 
cer in Redlands, Calif. He was 
born in Brattleboro on April 23, 
1951 to Allen H. and Gertrude U. 
Bills. Before moving to California 
in 1991, Marshall worked as 
Director of Public Works in 
Chesterfield, N.H., and had pre- 
viously worked for the town of 
Bratteboro. In California, he was 
a long-distance truck driver, retir- 
ing in 2008. Marshall loved the 
outdoors and one of his greatest 
joys, beginning in childhood, was 
to fish. Until this year, he made 
an annual trip to Vermont for his 
family’s reunion and to fish at his 
favorite places with his nephew, 
Quint Carr. He is survived by 
his wife, Emerlinda Fausto Bills; 
his brothers Warren R. Candee 
of South Egremont, Mass., and 
Allen C. Bills of Texarkana; 
Texas; and a sister, Laurel Ellis 
of Putney. He also leaves many 
treasured cousins, nieces, neph- 
ews, and friends; his dog, Lucky, 
and a herd of adoring cats. He was 
predeceased by his son Jarrod, his 
brothers Theodore Candee and 
Norman Bills, his sisters Elizabeth 
Candee Wheeler and Marilyn 
Bills Pierce, and his parents. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: A 
family celebration of his life will be 
held on Aug. 7, 2021 in Vermont 
and his ashes will be placed with 
Jarrod’s at Woodlawn Cemetery 
in Newfane. 

* Joyce B. Boyd, 84, of 
Wilmington. Died unexpectedly 
at her home on Dec. 8, 2020. 
The daughter of the late Ralph 
and Maude (Temple) Canedy, 
she was born in Wilmington on 
Nov. 6, 1936. Joyce grew up in 
Wilmington where she gradu- 
ated from Wilmington High 
School. She married Ernest Boyd 
in Wilmington in 1950; he died 
in 1988. She had assisted her 
husband in the operation of his 
trucking business and had been a 
school bus driver for local children 
for 20 years. In later years, she had 
worked part-time at Taddingers, 
where she would often dress up 
as Santa Claus during the holiday 
season. She also volunteered her 
time at the Southwestern Vermont 
Medical Center in Bennington. 
Joyce enjoyed the company of 
her family, especially her grand- 
children. The love and care that 
she gave to her family will be cher- 
ished forever. She loved her town 
and sitting on her porch where she 
could watch all the activity. She 
also enjoyed gardening. She was 
a wonderful woman with great 
strengths, a cheerful spirit, and 
a kind loving heart. She leaves 
her son Craig M. Boyd and his 
wife, Rose, of Springfield, Mass.; 
daughters Gloria J. Flintrop of 
South Burlington and Wendy 
S. Boyd of Rutland; four grand- 
children and six great-grandchil- 
dren, and numerous nieces and 
cousins. She was predeceased by 
her sons Patrick M. and Gary D. 
Boyd, her sister Evelyn Greene, 
and her brothers Jean and Craig 
Canedy. MEMORIAL INFORMA- 
TION: Graveside services will be 
held at the family lot in Riverview 
Cemetery in the spring and will be 
announced at that time. Memorial 
gifts may be made to Deerfield 
Valley Rescue, or VNA/Hospice 
at SVHC, in care of Covey Allen 
& Shea Funeral Home, P.O. Box 
215, Wilmington, VT 05363. 
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Make a friend 


¢ Roy Lewis 
4) Brown, 92, of 
Whitingham. 
Died Nov. 30, 
2020 at his 
eee Roy was 
| born Janis 12. 
1928 in Halifax, 
a ecsHe of 12 children to 
Leonard J. Brown and Ida R. 
(Sparrow) Brown. A hard worker, 
Roy worked as a logger with his 
horses. As times changed, his 
love of the woods did not, and 
his horses were replaced by mod- 
ern equipment. He retired from 
logging in 1984 due to cancer, 
but continued to cut and de- 
liver firewood. He also worked 
at the Whitingham landfill for 
many years. He enjoyed listen- 
ing to “real” Country music and, 
in his younger days, played gui- 
tar, sang, and yodeled, often 
with his sister Eleanor. He en- 
joyed hunting rabbits with his 
dogs and also deer hunting. In 
his later years, he loved listening 
to hunting stories from his fam- 
ily. He was a Red Sox fan and 
also enjoyed watching wrestling, 
which always made him laugh. 
In his younger years, he partici- 
pated in many horse drawings. 
Roy was also known for his cre- 
ative reuse of materials. Nothing 
was wasted and everything could 
be “fixed.” A gentle man who 
would do anything for his fam- 
ily, Roy was also stubborn and 
determined, which helped him 
to overcome many medical chal- 
lenges throughout his lifetime. He 
is survived by his three children: 
Larry and Linda Brown, Terry 
and Charles Dix of Whitingham, 
and Anthony (Tony) and Michelle 
Brown of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa; his 
brothers Leonard Jr., Wendell, 
Roger, and Reginald Brown; sis- 
ters Janet Nido and Annette Lee 
and their families, and sisters-in- 
law Antoinette Betit and Janice 
Kingsley. He was preceded in 
death in 2014 by his wife of 67 
years, Rita (Stone) Brown; broth- 
ers Frank and Robert; and sisters 
Eleanor Maynard, Lillian Benz 
and Marilyn Ball. MEMORIAL IN- 
FORMATION: Graveside services 
will be held at a later date. To 
send the family personal condo- 
lences, visit sheafuneralhomes.com. 
¢ Linda Ann Willey Carley, 
80, of Vernon. Died Nov. 28, 
2020. She was born in Newport, 
Vt., on Sept. 7, 1940, the daughter 
of the late Bertha Berry and Basil 
Willey. She spent her early years 
in Newport, later moving with her 
family to White River Junction. 
She graduated from Hartford 
High School with the Class of 
1958, and later graduated from 
the Sheldon Academy of Beauty 
School in Burlington. In 1963, she 
married Brian Lawrence Carley. 
They met when Linda moved to 
Brattleboro to work at Ludwig 
“Ludys” Hair Styling. Linda and 
Brian soon started their family of 
four daughters and Linda enjoyed 
being a stay-at-home mother. 
She also kept her fingers busy 
over the decades in hair design. 
She worked part-time at Arlene 
Georgina’s salon, Kate’s Place, 
and Scissor Masters. Linda also 
worked with Brian in his clean- 
ing business and ended her ca- 
reer retiring from the Brattleboro 
Retreat after 30 years of house- 
cleaning. She adored and cared 
for the children residing there and 
often gave them haircuts when in 
need. Her hobbies included nee- 
dlework, quilting, camping, hik- 
ing, canoeing, and spending time 


with family and friends. Brian and 
Linda were members of the BKK 
Spofford (N.H.) Beach Club, and 
the Jaycees and the Eastern Star 
in Brattleboro. They were mem- 
bers of Centre Congregational 
Church in Brattleboro, where 
Linda taught Sunday School in 
the 1970s. Along with her four 
daughters and many nieces and 
nephews, Brian and Linda made 
time and welcomed many children 
into their home and along on fam- 
ily adventures. Linda is survived 
by her children: Dawn and her 
husband, Rocky Ravenna, Erica 
and her husband, Mark Wojchick, 
Heidi Carley, and Ingrid and her 
husband, John Cutler. She is also 
survived by 11 grandchildren and 
5 great-grandchildren; her sister- 
in-law Joyce Banford and her wife, 
Linda Martineau; and six nieces 
and nephews and their families. 
Linda was predeceased by her 
beloved husband of 57 years, 
who died on Sept. 22, 2020; sis- 
ter Eileen Baillargeon, sister-in- 
law Jerilynn and her husband, 
Irvin Bruneau, and half-brother- 
in-law David Dewey. MEMORIAL 
INFORMATION: A small memo- 
rial service was held Dec. 12 at 
Meeting House Hill Cemetery 
in Brattleboro. Donations to the 
Alzheimer’s Association. To view 
her online tribute, send a message 
of condolence, or for more infor- 
mation, visit phaneuf.net. 

* Linda S. (Brooks) 
Kinnaird, 74, of Westminster. 
Died Nov. 30, 2020 in Springfield, 
Vt. She was born to Walter and 
Stella (Howe) Brooks on Oct. 29, 
1946 in Bernardston, Mass. She 
graduated from Hinsdale (N.H.) 
High School in 1964. She was 
married to Claude Kinnaird on 
Oct. 19, 1989 in De Leon Springs, 
Fla. Linda lived much of her life 
in Florida and was recently plan- 
ning on relocating to Vermont. 
Linda worked as a caregiver for 
many years, as well as also caring 
for family members throughout 
her lifetime. She had a generous 
heart and was truly most fulfilled 
while helping others. Linda loved 
her family more than anything and 
enjoyed spending time with them 
every chance she could do so. This 
was evident through the many 
conversations she’d share filled 
with pride and love about family 
updates and events. Her family 
will miss her fun and loving pres- 
ence. Linda also happily shared 
her love of God. She was a faithful 
believer and created strong bonds 
with many churches and members 
over the years. For quite some 
time, a favorite part of her daily 
routine was to call her beloved 
Aunt Merle and read her scrip- 
ture passages and devotionals. 
Linda is survived by her sons Clint 
Plante (Judy) of Westminster, 
Craig Plante (Wendy) of White 
River Junction, and Kirk Plante 
(Stacie) of Orange City, Fla.; her 
stepson, Trent Kinnaird of Ocala, 
Fla.; siblings Beverly Davidson 
of Hinsdale, Jerry Brooks of 
Palatka, Fla., and Sharon Jett of 
Greenfield, Mass. Linda was enor- 
mously blessed with 13 grandchil- 
dren and 18 great-grandchildren, 
all of whom meant the world to 
her. She is also survived by her 
first husband of 16 years and the 
father of her sons, Gordon Plante 
of Hinsdale, as well as many fam- 
ily members and friends. She was 
predeceased by her parents, her 
loving husband, and her brother, 
Jim Brooks. MEMORIAL INFOR- 
MATION: Services will be held at 
a later date to be announced. Her 


PETS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 


for life. 


916 West River Road, 


Brattleboro, VT 


802-254-2232 
View pets at: wchs4pets.org 


We are often in need of a temporary home for an animal for various reasons. Most commonly we need fosters for momma cats and their kittens. 


We strive to find foster homes for community members who, due to some unforeseen crisis, need temporary housing for their animals. This 
program helps Windham County residents who face medical, housing, or other emergencies keep their animals long term by providing 


short term housing until the crisis passes. 


We welcome interested people to put a foster application on file so that we can contact you when we have an animal that might match 


your household. 


Potential foster families can identify which situations and animals they are interested in on their application. 


The Windham County Humane Society provides all food, medicines, and medical care for animals in foster. 


Surrendering an Animal for Adoption 
If you need to surrender a pet belonging to you or to a family member, please fill out an Animal Rehoming Form. We will contact you to 
discuss your pet. Please note, surrenders are accepted on a space available basis and there may be a waiting list. 


Effective November 12, 2020: To support the most recent Vermont state guidelines regarding interstate travel we are temporarily 
ceasing to accept surrenders of owned animals from out-of-state applicants. We understand the frustration this may cause and 
we are grateful for your understanding as we do our part to reduce possible virus transmission. 


Feral or Barn Cats 


Feral cats over 10-12 weeks old are very difficult to domesticate and are extremely unhappy in a humane society environment. For these 
reasons, WCHS does not take feral cats into our facility. We do offer free trap-neuter-return for feral cats. Read More About This Program. 


Rehoming Your Pet 


lf you have the time to rehome your pet, you can keep your animal out of the shelter, which is less stressful for both you and your animals! 


This space is graciously sponsored by: 


NEeSTOP 


Country Pet Supply 


onestopcountrypet.com 


648 Putney Road 


Brattleboro, VT 
802.257.3700 
149 Emerald St 
Keene, NH 
603.352.9200 
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Have you had the ‘COVID talk’? 


State health dept. offers tips for setting holiday boundaries 


BURLINGTON—As 
Vermont celebrates the hol- 
idays in the shadow of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, people 
are learning to discuss ways 
to feel comfortable and stay 
safe before seeing friends and 
family. 

The Vermont Department 
of Health offers four tips to 
help have the “COVID talk” 
— a conversation to negotiate 
boundaries and establish ex- 
pectations ahead of time. 

¢ Ask questions. Before you 
get together, start with an 
open and honest conversation 
about what everyone has been 
doing to stay healthy and how 
everyone has been socializing. 
Consider everyone’s worries, 
boundaries, and possible coro- 
navirus exposure risk so you 
can all get on the same page. 


family looks forward to celebrat- 
ing her life with others who were 
fortunate to have known Linda. 
In the meantime, they ask for ev- 
eryone to please take care of each 
other during these difficult times, 
so her legacy of love will live on. 
Fenton & Hennessey Funeral 
Home of Bellows Falls is handling 
ee 
ee ¢ Marilyn 
Pe a Anita 
: G sab Page, 84, of 
pa Brattleboro. 
os Died peacefully 
«ae Dec. 5, 2020 
at Thompson 
House. Marilyn 
was born in Lebanon, N.H., 
on June 29, 1936, the daugh- 
ter of Carl and Ruth (Harris) 
Page. She attended Brattleboro 
schools, including Green Street 
School, and was a graduate of 
Brattleboro Union High School, 
Class of 1954. She went on to 
attend Mary Fletcher Hospital 
School of Nursing in Burlington, 
where she received her RN de- 
gree. Marilyn worked in the Ob- 
Gyn department at Brattleboro 
Memorial Hospital for several 
years and later was employed 
as office nurse for Richard 
Callahan, MD in Greenfield, 
Mass., which she retired from 
following more than 35 faith- 
ful years with the practice. She 
was a member of the Brattleboro 
Professional Nurses Association. 
In her younger years, she had 
attended All Souls Unitarian 
Church in Brattleboro. Marilyn 
enjoyed gardening, knitting, and 
crossword puzzles. Survivors 
include her brother, Robert 
Page of Brattleboro, and cous- 
ins Karen Davis of Brattleboro, 
Martin Davis of Claremont, N.H., 
Richard Blair of Peacham, and 
Dwayne Blair of North Carolina. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: 
Graveside committal services were 
conducted Dec. 10 in the Page 
family lot in Riverside Cemetery 
in Wilmington, where she will be 
laid to rest next to her parents. 
Donations to Rescue, Inc., P.O. 
Box 593, Brattleboro, VT 05302. 
To share a memory or send con- 
dolences, visit atamaniuk.com. 
¢ Patricia 
yy. Irene “Pat” 
*. Sargent, 80, of 
Newfane, Died 
m ge Dec. 2, 2020 
, ~ at Dartmouth- 
= ~ Hitchcock 
Medical Center 
in Lebanon, N.H., following a 
sudden illness. She was born at 
home in Newfane on Aug. 24, 
1940, the daughter of Wilbur and 
Thelma (Winchester) Herbert. 
A longtime resident of the West 
River Valley area, she was raised 
and educated in Newfane and 
was a graduate of Leland & Gray 
Seminary in Townshend, Class 
of 1958. In 1959, she was mar- 
ried to Stephen L. Sargent, who 
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Embrace the warmth of family and create 





¢ Focus on what you need. 
Using “I” statements instead 
of “you” statements helps peo- 
ple avoid feeling defensive or 
judged. Blaming and shaming 
might actually increase push- 
back and the likelihood of risky 
behaviors. Professionals at the 
state DOH recommend shar- 
ing what you’re comfortable 
with, based on your own per- 
spective, instead of making de- 
mands of others. 

¢ Share what level of risk works 
for you and why. It might be dif- 
ferent for others. Some people 
feel comfortable taking on a 
moderate amount of risk in 
their lives. Others might not 
feel comfortable taking on 
any risk. 

Focusing on your own rea- 
sons for staying safe can help 
people to better understand 





survives. She worked for many 
years for Grace Cottage Hospital 
as the manager of Heins Home 
and, later, as a cook at Valley 
Cares, which she retired from 
after more than 20 years. With 
her husband, she was a for- 
mer member of the Newfane 
Congregational Church. Pat en- 
joyed taking walks, crocheting, 
making shopping bags, and had 
a special love for small animals, 
especially the birds she fed daily. 
Pat also cherished time spent with 
her family, especially her grand- 
children. Besides her faithful 
husband of 61 years, she leaves 
ason, Mark Sargent of Newfane; 
a daughter, Michelle Sargent 
of Swanzey N.H.; a brother, 
Romaine Herbert of Colorado; 
three grandchildren, three great- 
grandchildren, and many nieces 
and nephews. She was prede- 
ceased by a daughter, Carolyn 
Sargent, in 1986. MEMORIAL IN- 
FORMATION: Graveside services 
will be conducted in Woodlawn 
Cemetery in Newfane in the 
spring of 2021 at a day and time 
to be announced. Donations to 
Grace Cottage Hospital, P.O. Box 
216, Townshend, VT 05353. To 
share a memory or send condo- 
lences, visit atamaniuk.com. 
* Kevin 
__, Shrader, 63, 
_ of Westminster. 
r ai Died Dec. 13 
+ 2020 asa result 
“~*~ ofa workplace 
== . accident. He was 
the loving hus- 
| = band of Beth M. 
cana) Shrader for 25 years 
and the owner of All Seasons Tree 
Service. He had been in the tree 
care industry for four decades in 
both New Jersey and Vermont. 
Born in 1957 in Morristown, 
N.J., he was the fourth child of 
Fred and Dorothy Shrader of 
East Hanover, N.J. Kevin grew 
up and attended local schools 
in East Hanover and moved to 
Westminster in 2003. Kevin’s 
passions were his family and his 
Alaskan malamute sled dogs. 
He was happiest when camping, 
fishing, and boating with his wife 
and his dog, Avalanche. He was a 
hardworking, loyal, and generous 
friend and a 10-year member of 
the Westminster Fire Department 
who never refused to help a com- 
munity member in need. He 1s 
survived by sister-in-law Janette 
Schuster of Walpole, N.H.; sib- 
lings Sandford Shrader and wife 
Maureen of East Hanover, N.J., 
Nancy Ochs of Blairstown, N.J., 
and David Shrader and wife 
Sharon of Amherst, Va.; and five 
nieces and nephews. MEMORIAL 
INFORMATION: A tree planting 
and celebration of his life will 
take place in the spring. Kevin 
was on the advisory board of 
the New England Chapter of 
the International Society of 
Arboriculture (ISA), and the 


and get on board. 

¢ Set boundaries and stick 
to them.It’s well and good to 
keep a discussion friendly, 
open, and non-judgmental, but 
that doesn’t mean you have to 
skimp on your safety. 

It’s OK to be clear and 
straightforward about what 
you need to feel safe and com- 
fortable. It’s also OK to decline 
invitations or leave situations 
that feel too risky. 

You should never have to 
feel bad or apologize for pri- 
oritizing your safety. Lead by 
example by sticking to what 
works for you and avoiding 
judgment. 

Visit the Vermont 
Department of Health’s 
COVID-19 portal at 
healthvermont.gov/covid19 for 
more information. 


family requests that donations 
be made to the ISA’s high school 
scholarship fund at ISA-New 
England Chapter, P.O. Box 435, 
Slusuce MA 02061. 
w= « David 
1 Ernest “Dave” 
Smith, 76, 
- of Hinsdale, 
7 3), N.H. Died 
La Dec. 7, 2020 
gf ® at Applewood 
Was? ) Healthcare 
Center in Winchester, N.H., 
following an extended period 
of declining health. David was 
born in Brattleboro on Nov. 18, 
1944, the son of Richard and 
Alice (Roder) Smith. Raised in 
Brattleboro and abroad, during 
his younger years he attended el- 
ementary school at U.S. Army 
posts in England and Libya. Upon 
his return home to the United 
States with his family, David at- 
tended St. Michael’s School in 
Brattleboro. A veteran of the 
Vietnam War, he proudly served 
his country in the Army and was 
honorably discharged from ac- 
tive service in 1971. He worked 
in the binding department at the 
former Book Press in Brattleboro, 
where he retired early due to an 
injury-related disability after 23 
faithful years with the company. 
David was a former communicant 
of St. Michael’s Roman Catholic 
Church in Brattleboro and later 
attended Saint Joseph’s Parish in 
Hinsdale. He enjoyed riding his 
Honda Valkyrie, tinkering on cars 
and bicycles, camping, hunting, 
and time shared with his family. 
David was also artistically inclined 
and enjoyed drawing. He was a 
“jack of all trades” who loved to 
work on his own projects. He was 
first married to Nancy Kingsley, 
who is deceased. He later mar- 
ried Jocelyn Colburn in 1989. 
Besides his faithful and devoted 
wife of 31 years, he leaves four 
sons, George Smith (Kathleen) of 
North Wilkesboro, N.C., Aaron 
Smith (Jennifer) of Brattleboro, 
Brady Smith of Louisiana, and 
Darrel Smith of Keene, N.H.; 
one daughter, Melanie Smith 
(Graison Geno) of Guilford; one 
brother, Michael Smith (Barbara 
Waldron) of Virginia; and a sis- 
ter, Martha Rockwell of Hinsdale. 
Additionally, he is survived by 
five grandchildren, three great- 
grandchildren, and several nieces, 
nephews, and cousins. He was 
predeceased by a brother, George 
Smith. MEMORIAL INFORMA- 
TION: Graveside committal ser- 
vices with full military honors will 
be conducted in the springtime in 
Pine Grove Cemetery in Hinsdale. 
Donations to Disabled American 
Veterans, Dept. of Vermont, 215 
N. Main Street, White River Jct., 
VT 05009. To share a memory 
or send condolences to the Smith 
family, visit atamaniuk.com. 
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Send gifts they'll love, make meals they'll 
remember... with Omaha Steaks, Christmas — 


this year will be worth the wait. 


AMERICA'S ORIGINAL BUTCHER 


OMAHA STEAKS 
WS 


TRY THE EXCLUSIVE OMAHA STEAKS 
BUTCHER’S CUT TOP SIRLOIN 


Y Taller, thicker steaks, expertly hand-cut. 
Y Double-trimmed for 100% flawless bites. 
Y Aged 21 days for the most tenderness. 


The best steaks of your life or your money back. 


THE BUTCHER’S DELUXE PACKAGE 
4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins 


4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops 


4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 Ib. pkg.) 


8 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers 
8 (3 0z.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks 


8 (3.8 oz.) Individual Scalloped Potatoes 


8 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets 
Steak Seasoning (1 02.) 


$298-87* separately 


FREE PORK CHOPS & 
CHICKEN BREASTS 
Get even more for the 
holidays when you buy 

this package today! 


INTRODUCTORY PRICE *129.99 


Shop Now! OmahaSteaks.com/dinner778 or call 1.855.768.0564 


and ask for free pork chops and chicken breasts with offer 66762TFC 


*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 4 free (4 oz.) pork chops and 4 free chicken breasts 

(1 1b. pkg.) will be sent to each shipping address that includes (66762). Free product(s) may be substituted. Standard S&H added per address. Offer available 

while supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Cannot be combined with other offers. Other restrictions may apply. All purchases 
acknowledge acceptance of Terms of Use. Visit omahasteaks.com/termsof-useOSI or call 1-800-228-9872 for a copy. Expires 1/31/21. 
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Shagbark hickories are among the old growth trees that can be found in the Deer 
Run Wildlife Preserve in Dummerston. 


@ Preserve 


is in the process of raising 
$410,000 to purchase, preserve, 
and conserve this property. 

GMC President Mary Ellen 
Copeland said that doing so 
would protect the land from 
“activities that would destroy 
its benefits for biodiversity and 
carbon sequestration, and [that 
would] eliminate it as a critical 
part of an identified wildlife cor- 
ridor between the Connecticut 
River and the Green Mountain 
National Forest.” 

The property was owned 
by Nicholas Mercede, a 
Connecticut developer who 
died in 2018. The Mercede fam- 
ily is in the process of selling off 
his holdings in the West River 
Valley. 

“This is a generational op- 
portunity,” said Copeland. 
“The variety of wildlife there 
is astounding. It’s the kind of 
place that needs to be conserved 
forever.” 

This is the second phase of the 
GMC’s plan to protect almost 
1,000 acres of contiguous land. 

The Mercede property abuts 
the Deer Run Nature Preserve, 
287 acres on the far-southern 


end of the Putney Mountain 
ridgeline in Dummerston and 
Brookline. 

In last year’s first phase, the 
conservancy raised $223,000 to 
buy that land from the Wilson 
family, who had owned it for 
many years. Copeland called this 
parcel “one of the few large and 
unfragmented parcels of land left 
in the area.” 

The existing Deer Run Nature 
Preserve has a well-used hiking 
trail. Copeland said the trail, 
designed and built by Roger 
Haydock and other volunteers, 
immerses walkers “in the magic 
of this complex forest system.” 

But Copeland said the larger 
Mercede parcel — or “phase 
two” of the Deer Run preserve, 
as GMC calls it — is an even 
more important part of the West 
River Valley’s ecosystem. 

In a letter to the GMC, 
Hammond wrote that “Vermont 
Fish & Wildlife has always con- 
sidered this area as being region- 
ally important and is known as 
the Camp Arden Deer Wintering 
Area. The area continues to serve 
as wintering habitat for deer, but 
just as importantly, it provides 


8 Democratic women 


about it with constituents who 
aren’t women, who aren’t queer, 
[is] that if you are coming from a 
working-class background in the 
Northeast Kingdom, if you don’t 
see yourself represented, [my 
election to president pro tem] is 
about someone who was always 
on the outside looking in finally 
getting a chance,” said Balint. 

“T really want this to be a sig- 
nal to all those people who have 
not felt on the inside of their 
communities of governance 
that there might be a new open- 
ing of opportunity, an opening 
up to new voices in the room,” 
said Balint. 

All 92 members of the 
Democratic caucus in the House 
supported Long, who has lived 
in Vermont all her life. She and 
her husband, John, an artist, have 
run an arts business in Newfane 
for 20 years. She credits her ex- 
tended service on local school 
boards with teaching her the 
skills required to find consensus 
within conflict. 

“School issues — issues 
around schools and parents and 
community — are very personal 
issues, and you have to learn to 
really listen to make sure that 
needs and concerns and desires 
are addressed,” Long told The 
Commons. “So I learned that part 
back then.” 

“I was also taught this grow- 
ing up in a large family, too,” 
said Long. “We didn’t have a 
lot of money, and we all had to 
work together. 

“You learn how to do that 
when you stay focused,” she said. 

Long believes her experience 
as Democratic whip will also 
serve her well in her new role. A 
whip is responsible for counting 
legislators’ votes on legislation 
in progress and, in so doing, is 
responsible for reconciling party 
unity with individual legislators’ 
views and their districts’ needs. 

“When you’re a whip, you 
really get to know every mem- 
ber of your caucus,” said Long. 
“T spent a lot of time getting to 
know our caucus members and 
really hearing what they had to 
say, because every part of our 
state is different, and everybody 


has a different view.” 

“In the end, we’re all here to 
do what is needed for the broader 
good, and that’s about bringing 
everybody’s voice to the table,” 
said Long. 


‘We’re not all that 
far apart from 
each other’ 

Both Long and Balint said that 
it was important to recognize the 
divisions that exist in Vermont, 
where about 30 percent of the 
electorate voted for Donald 
Trump and where political 1s- 
sues sometimes pit more-rural 
areas against more-urban ones. 

Differences around racial eq- 
uity and diversity have recently 
echoed in different ways across 
the state. Economic inequality is 
less severe here than it is nation- 
wide, but still, according to data 
from the U.S. Census Bureau, 
the top 5 percent in Vermont 
makes 20 percent of the income 
in the state, and the top 20 per- 
cent makes almost 50 percent, 
while the bottom 40 percent 
makes 13 percent. 

Balint talked about the need 
to have conversations that may 
not always be comfortable and 
described discussions with peo- 
ple who feel that Democrats, and 
people on the left, in general, can 
be “tone-deaf” to what “real” 
Vermonters are dealing with. 

“And so we unpack that,” 
Balint said. “When you say ‘real 
Vermonters,’ what do you mean 
by that? When you say ‘tone 
deaf,’ what is that? What does 
that look like? What does that 
sound like?” 

She looks for “a place where 
we can come into a conversation 
not feeling defensive. 

“But I do think it takes a cer- 
tain amount of trust — that even 
if you have tension at first, you 
are going to be able to get toa 
substantive conversation.” 

After growing up in Windham 
County, Long spent nearly a 
decade living in the Northeast 
Kingdom, and she said that expe- 
rience influenced her sense of the 
diversity of Vermont’s regions. 

“Tt was a really good perspec- 
tive for me to live there that 
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quality habitat for a great many 
other wildlife species.” 

Hammond added that the 
Mercede parcel was “unique in 
having a variety of upland habi- 
tats while also having large fields 
with nesting bobolink and other 
grassland birds, as well as a host 
of wildflowers that are visited 
by a great variety of pollinators. 

“This parcel is also remarkable 
in having more than 2 miles of 
undeveloped riparian area along 
the West River,” he said. 

The existing parcel of the 
preserve was recently named as 
Windham County’s representa- 
tive to the national Old-Growth 
Forest Network, a project that 
seeks to enumerate a confirmed 
or potential old-growth forest in 
every county in the country. 

While technically not old- 
growth forest, the woods have 
not been heavily logged for at 
least 100 years, Copeland said. 
Some trees in the two parcels 
have survived the various clear- 
cuttings of the 18th and 19th 
centuries. 

“It is amazing to wander 
around up there,” she said. 

In the wetlands areas of the 


long and get my roots down 
in a place that is incredibly ru- 
ral,” Long said. “Coming back 
here, I couldn’t get over the fast 
pace compared to the Northeast 
Kingdom, even though it is not 
really very fast-paced here.” 

“You know, I come from a 
pretty rural part of the state, 
and, in fact, a part of the state 
that for those of us who live in 
southern Vermont can often 
feel somewhat neglected,” said 
Long. “I think it is truly impor- 
tant that voices from rural parts 
of Vermont are heard.” 

“The issues that come up for 
rural Vermont need to be ad- 
dressed, there’s no doubt about 
it,” she said. “We’re not all that 
far apart from each other. We’re 
not all that unlike.” 


‘A new kind of 
urgency’ 

While having two top lead- 
ers in the legislature gives 
Windham County a strong voice 
in Montpelier, both Balint and 
Long emphasized how impor- 
tant it is for Vermont not to split 
into factions, but to find com- 
mon ground between different 
regions and across party divides. 

As Balint and Long join their 
colleagues for the new legislative 
session in January, the main is- 
sue facing the state is the pan- 
demic, a life-threatening health 
crisis that has also caused a crisis 
in education and the economy 
across the state. 

Both lawmakers talked about 
how vital it is to address the im- 
mediate challenge of the pan- 
demic, and also how important 
it is to look beyond it. 

The uncertainty caused by 
how easily the virus spreads and 
how hard it may hit Vermont in 
the coming months is matched 
by uncertainty at the federal level 
as the Trump administration 
continues to focus on re-litigat- 
ing the recent election, and the 
administration of President-Elect 
Joe Biden waits until Jan. 20 to 
take control. 

The pandemic has already 
changed things in Vermont, with 
families from other states relocat- 
ing to second homes and sending 


@ Hydro licenses 


ecological health of the river.” 


Addressing erosion 

According to the CRC, the 
biggest issues in the relicensing 
negotiations are defining Great 
River Hydro and FirstLight’s 
obligations to the ecology of 
the river, increasing investment 
in recreational resources, pro- 
tecting cultural and historical 
resources, and improving fish 
passage. 

The CRC says that because 
these facilities’ respective li- 
censes are expired, they are 
permitted to operate in a “peak- 
ing” manner, where they hold 
water in a reservoir to be re- 
leased to create energy at stra- 
tegic times of high demand 
and/or high energy prices. 

The organization con- 
tends that the release of large 
amounts of water causes riv- 
erbank erosion and results in 
inconsistent water levels and 
flows. 

Erosion has been a big is- 
sue for the towns along the 
Connecticut River between 
the Wilder, Bellows Falls, and 
Vernon dams. 

According to the CRC, the 
three dams have caused a daily 
surface water elevation fluctua- 
tion of 2 to 3 feet per day in the 
impoundment areas behind the 
dams for more than seven de- 
cades. That has meant a signif- 
icant loss of land for property 
owners along the river. 


In Vermont, 
‘collaborating 
transparently’ 

CRC Vermont/New 
Hampshire River Steward 
Kathy Urffer said she was 
pleased with the willingness of 
Great River Hydro, the own- 
ers of the three dams, to col- 
laborate transparently and 
effectively to address the ero- 
sion issue. 

Urffer said the talks with 
Great River Hydro and other 
stakeholders about potential 
alternative operations have 
yielded positive results for the 
river. 

These measures include 


preserve, invasive species — 
plants from outside the natural 
habitat — are crowding out the 
native plants. Over the summer, 
Copeland said, four young peo- 
ple from Youth Services worked 
with a forester and GMC board 
member Dan Dubie to begin the 
process of removing this growth 
from the area and replanting the 
site with native willow. 

Over the long term, Copeland 
said, GMC hopes to connect the 
Deer Run trails with Windham 


their children to local schools, 
and with a small boom in the 
housing market fueled partly by 
out-of-state buyers. 

At the same time, the hit to 
businesses has been severe, with 
many closed or in danger of clos- 
ing, and the question of how to 
manage a tourist economy as the 
pandemic’s new surge sweeps 
across the Northeast is hard to 
figure. 

Immediate questions, such 
as how the recently-approved 
vaccine will be distributed and 
to whom, how the governor’s 
executive orders on health care 
will be implemented, and how 
to manage educational systems 
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Full license applications for 
Connecticut River hydro facilities 


To read the full license applications submitted to the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC): 

¢ Great River Hydro: greatriverhydro-relicensing.com/ 
overview/documents. Open “Final Licensing Application” 
folder. Most information is in “Exhibit E." 

¢ FirstLight: northfieldrelicensing.com/Pages/Documents2020. 
aspx. The Executive Summary is a concise summary of what 
the application package includes. 

¢ CRC’s recreation recommendations submit- 
ted to FERC: elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/idmws/file_list. 
asp?accession_num=20190730-5077. 














operational changes that re- 
duce peaking operations and 
will allow the river’s flow into 
the facilities to equal the out- 
flow, thereby returning the 
river to a much more natural 
flow at the three facilities much 
of the time. 

The current license allows 
fluctuations by as much as 5 
feet, but the proposed license 
would limit the drop to about 
1%) feet. Great River would still 
have flexibility to draw down 
more water during times of 
high energy demand. 

Urffer said the change 
“should have a lot of positive 
outcomes for the river health”: 
improved aquatic habitat, par- 
ticularly for rare and endan- 
gered species; maintenance of 
minimum flow requirements 
to support resources and uses 
downstream during low-flow 
conditions; and a more stable 
water level above the dams, 
which should reduce erosion. 


Disappointment 
downstream 

Fisk said CRC was “in- 
credibly disappointed” with 
FirstLight’s application, mainly 
because it offered nothing 
to minimize or fix erosion, 
which has been a huge issue 
on the Connecticut River since 
Northfield Mountain began op- 
erating in 1972. 

Massachusetts River 
Steward Andrea Donlan said 
that CRC participated as a 
stakeholder for several years 


Hill Pinnacle Association’s trail 
network and the West River 
Trail. The organization also is 
looking to make the preserve ac- 
cessible to the public. 

Safeguarding this parcel and 
preserving its aesthetic value 
and recreational resources will 
not just help the environment, 
she said — it will also encour- 
age tourism and support the lo- 
cal economy. 

“As with everything these 
days, COVID-19 disrupted our 


in a pandemic that is predicted 
to grow worse in the next two 
months, will be a priority at the 
state level. 

The question is still open as 
to what sort of federal dollars, 
if any, will flow to the state to 
support businesses and other 
key sectors. 

Balint said that issues that 
were already on the table before 
the pandemic, like broadband 
access, child-care support, and 
affordable housing, have gone 
from being good ideas to essen- 
tial policy. 

“There is a new kind of ur- 
gency, and now these issues are 
imperative,” Balint said. “This 


Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator 


844-690-0404 


FREE 


7-Year Extended Warranty” 


A $695 Value! 


in settlement negotiations with 
FirstLight. After making some 
early progress, she said, the 
negotiations stalled, and any 
meaningful engagement with 
FirstLight ended years ago. 

Donlan said CRC is pleased 
that FirstLight plans to build 
a fish lift at the Turners Falls 
dam to improve decades of in- 
adequate fish passage and that 
the company will be putting 
more water into the river chan- 
nel below the dam. She said 
these changes would cause less 
severe fluctuations in the river 
flow, making it “more like a 
natural river.” 

At the same time, FirstLight 
has proposed what the CRC 
calls “meager additions” to 
three existing river access 
points for paddlers. 

“After seven years, you 
would have expected more,” 
Fisk said. 

FERC has not yet posted a 
notice for comments and inter- 
ventions, which CRC expects 
later this winter or spring. 

In a news release, CRC said 
it will be submitting “exten- 
sive formal comments on these 
applications to address issues 
such as minimum flows, up- 
stream and downstream fish 
passage, recreational access 
and resources for river commu- 
nities and the public, historic 
and native cultural sites, and 
advocating for ongoing stream- 
bank monitoring and mitiga- 
tion funds to address erosion.” 


efforts,” Copeland said. “But 
we’re very close, and we have a 
lot of good people helping us.” 


For more information and for 
contact information, visit 
greenmountainconservancy. 
org or the Green Mountain 
Conservancy (facebook.com/ 
greenmountainconservancy) 
Facebook page (facebook.com/ 
greenmountainconservancy). 
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isn’t a choice about whether we 
have to solve [these problems] 
or not. We have to for our own 
survival.” 

“This is a challenging time for 
all of us, with a lot of concerns 
and trepidations right now,” said 
Long, who hopes the state will 
be “headed into better times.” 

“So if we’re going to be 
headed into better times after 
the pandemic, we need to be 
prepared,” she said. 

“We need to be thinking long- 
term about what we do in our 
next step,” said Long. “I am ex- 
cited about that.” 
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Spread holiday cheer 
at gig speed. 


‘Tis the season for fast, reliable Internet with top-notch coverage. With Xfinity, you can 
choose the speed that works best for you, all the way up to gig. Plus, Advanced Security 
is included at no extra cost with Xfinity xFi, so you can rest easy knowing that your 
connected devices are protected — just log in and activate through the Xfinity app. 

It's all powered by the largest gig-speed network outside the North Pole. 





Get started with Or pick your speed, 
Xfinity Internet for with options up to gig 


"39% 


No term contract required 


Enjoy 
dae snculoeid gq powerful 
Internet 
experience 
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600 Mbps 200 Mbps 





Equipment, taxes and other charges extra 
and subject to change. See details below. 


Go to xfinity.com, call 1-800-xfinity or visit an Xfinity Store today. Xfi Nn | ty 


Offer requires enrollment in both automatic payments and paperless billing. Must enroll within 30 days of placing order for advertised offer. Without enrollment, service charge automatically increases by $10/mo. Automatic payment and 
paperless-billing discount appears on bill within 30 days of enrolling. If either automatic payments or paperless billing are canceled during the 12-month period, or if service is downgraded to Limited Basic only, the $10/mo. discount will be 
discontinued. Offer ends 1/31/21. Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. New residential customers only. Limited to Performance Internet 100 Mbps. Equipment, installation, taxes and fees extra, and subject to change during and after 
promo. After promo, regular rates apply. Comcast’s service charge for Performance Internet is $77.95/mo. (subject to change). Service limited to a single outlet. May not be combined with other offers. Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. 


For factors affecting speed, visit xfinity.com/networkmanagement. xFi and xFi Advanced Security require Xfinity Internet and compatible gateway. xFi Advanced Security activation requires Xfinity app login. © 2020 Comcast. All rights reserved. 
NPA234019-0002 NED-WNE-SVCC-Holiday-V1 
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Roger Sandes’s “Sea 
Turtle” is featured on 
a tray now available 
at his online store. 





Artist adapts to a virtual 
world — virtually 


Facing the loss of art buyers on the annual 
Rock River Artists studio tour, Roger Sandes 
deals with pandemic by using a new venue to 
create and sell merchandise with his artwork 






demic lying down. 


of his art into the world. 


“Many of my sales tend to be face to face,” 
he said in a news release, “so getting my art 
out to people in the time of COVID has been 


particularly difficult.” 


As a result, Sandes decided to take on a 
new technology and offer his work in ways 
that he never has before — by starting an 
online merchandise store through Society6. 
com, an artist-driven fulfillment platform. 

Sandes and his artist wife, Mary Welsh, 
both now in their 70s, have depended on 
making art sales by welcoming clients into 
their home on the Rock River Artists Tour, 
held every July since 1993 but cancelled this 


past summer. 


In a typical year, the event brings hundreds 
@ SEE SANDES, B2 


LLIAMSVILLE—Roger 
Sandes is not taking the pan- 


One of the founding mem- 
bers of the renowned Rock River Artists and 
creator of graphic-intensive, often grand- 
scale works, Sandes says he has found in- 
spiration in the COVID-19 era to get more 


Antidote Books hosts 
virtual reading, 
discussion with two 
poet-memoirists 


PUTNEY—Antidote Books will host 
what the bookstore bills as its “first at- 
home literary event,” which will feature 
a reading and conversation with poet- 
memoirists Meredith Clark and Arisa 
White on Thursday, Dec. 17, at 7 p.m. 

Arisa White (arisawhite.com) is a Cave 
Canem fellow and an assistant profes- 
sor of creative writing at Colby College. 
She is the author of four books, includ- 
ing the poetry collection You’re the Most 
Beautiful Thing That Happened. 

She is co-author of Biddy Mason 
Speaks Up, which won the Maine 
Literary Book Award for Young People’s 
Literature, and the Nautilus Book 
Award Gold Medal for Middle-Grade 


Get The Commons Crossword online! 


Nonfiction. 

White serves on the board of directors 
for Foglifter and Nomadic Press. Her de- 
but memoir, Who’s Your Daddy (Augury 
Books, 2021), is a lyrical, genre-bending 
coming-of-age tale featuring a queer, 
Black, Guyanese American woman who, 
while seeking to define her own place in 
the world, negotiates a difficult relation- 
ship with her father. 

Meredith Clark is a poet and writer 
whose work has received Black Warnor 
Review’s nonfiction prize and the Sonora 
Review nonfiction prize. Her lyri- 
cal memoir, Lyrebird (Platypus Press, 
2020) delves into light, memory, and 
the crushing absence of things not yet 


Subscribe to 


THE HUB CROSSWORD 


Sunday-sized crossword puzzles (and more) 
by Emily Cox, Henry Rathvon, 


% 


and Brendan Emmett Quigley 


Puzzles delivered weekly 
patreon.com/hubcrosswords/ 
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Mary Welsh and Roger Sandes pose for a photo at Sandes’ 2017 exhibit 
opening at Brattleboro Museum & Art Center. 
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known. 

A story of loss, told in fragments, 
Lyrebird is the documentation of a 
miscarriage and the chronicle of the 
dissolution of a relationship — a mov- 
ing discovery on how it 1s possible to 


MEMBERS 1ST CREDIT UNION 


“The SMALL Credit Union 
with a BIG HEART” 


www.membersi1cu.com 


10 Browne CT 9 PO Box 8245 


N. Brattleboro, VT 05304 


Tel. (802) 257-5131 
Fax (802) 257-5837 
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By Olga Peters 
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BRATTLEBORO— 
Applications for the second 
round of the Brattleboro 
Town Arts Fund are open. 

The arts fund, a program of 
the Arts Council of Windham 
County (ACWC) with fund- 
ing from the town, provides 
$1,000 grants to 15 com- 
munity-focused projects that 
would not otherwise happen 
without this backing. 

According to the fund’s 
website (artswindhamcounty. 
org), these projects can ex- 
plore solutions to social or 
quality-of-life issues, support 
community building, expand 
accessibility and visibility for 
underrepresented artists and 
audiences, or highlight the 
town. 

The other changes to how 
this year’s fund is being han- 
dled is the amount awarded 
(fixed at $1,000) and that the 
projects should be completed 
within 90 days of receiving 
funding. 

In addition to managing 
the program, the 11-member 
board of trustees performs the 
daily tasks of managing a tiny 
arts council in the middle ofa 
pandemic. 

And amid this chaos — and 
with the possibility and poten- 
tial for artists to reflect these 
difficult times in their work — 
board members are also trying 
to re-envision the definition of 
these creative projects. 


Shifting focus 

Chair Sharon Fantl and 
Vice-Chair Chrissy Lee, who 
joined the trustees in 2018, 
said that the organization’s 
decision to shift the Town 
Arts Fund — to focus on in- 
expensive, short-term projects 
that aim to help those most 
impacted by COVID-19 — 
comes as a direct response to 
the ongoing pandemic. 

Lee explained that planning 
year-long projects or proj- 
ects that rely on community 
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Arts council 
embraces 
the small 


With a new round of funding 
avauable for local creatives, 
the Arts Counci of Windham 
County adapts and expands 
the program to meet the needs 
of artists during the pandemic 


gatherings are hard to accom- 
plish alongside the uncertainty 
caused by the pandemic. 

Instead, Lee said, this year’s 
applicants are encouraged to 
create “small-scale efforts.” 

“First-time grant seekers 
and people who may not nec- 
essarily even identify as artists” 
are also encouraged to apply, 
she said. 

Lee added that during 
the pandemic, she has wit- 
nessed the development of 
what she describes as “small 
mutual aid” creative proj- 
ects. Sometimes, the artists 
responsible for these works 
have received money for their 
projects, she said — but not 
always. 

“SO we’re just trying to fig- 
ure out how this funding can 
both create a resource for peo- 
ple who are doing this work al- 
ready — maybe unpaid — and 
also to inspire people to take 
on some of these projects and 
be able to find a funding re- 
source,” Lee said. 

Fantl added that she would 
like to see the Town Arts Fund 
become a resource for projects 
across the arts and culture 
spectrum. 

During this year, people’s 
need for watch parties, book 
clubs, or online writing work- 
shops are evidence that they 
have been turning to the arts 
as part of their pandemic sur- 
vival strategy. 

“T think we’ve seen over the 
course of the pandemic the 
ways that people have been 
turning to arts and culture, 
whether they know to call that 
what they’re doing as that,” 
she said. 


A pandemic 
packs a wallop 

Funding for the rela- 
tively new Town Arts Fund 
was approved at the 2019 
Annual Representative Town 
Meeting. The first round of 
projects were announced in 
early 2020 and was scheduled 
to take place in the spring. 

@ SEE TOWN ARTS FUND, B4 








Meredith 
Clark and 
Arisa White 
(inset) 

will hold 

a virtual 
reading of 
their work 
via Antidote 
Books. 


approach a thing with tenderness and 
still watch it break. 

Clark’s writing has appeared or is 
forthcoming in Phoebe, Gigantic Sequins, 
Denver Quarterly, Poetry Northwest, and 
elsewhere. She lives in Seattle and is at 





work on a second book. 


To register to attend, visit antidotebooks. 
com/pages/events. 


Boost your immune system. 
Prevent cold and flu. 


Our elderberry tonics 
are available at: 
Putney Food Co-op 


: Brattleboro Food Co-op 
VERMONT Brattleboro Winter Farmer's Market 
| ELDERBERRY _ putney General Store 
QUAL The brave little berry | vermontelderberry.com 
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Students urged to enter Sanders’ essay contest 


BURLINGTON—U.S. 
Senator Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., 
has launched his 11th annual 
State of the Union essay contest. 

Each January, the president 
of the United States delivers the 
State of the Union address to a 
joint session of Congress, which 
outlines priorities for the com- 
ing year. 

According to a news release, 
“Because Sen. Sanders knows 
that great ideas can come from 
everyone — not just those in 
power — and wants to encour- 
age young people to become en- 
gaged in the political process, he 


created the State of the Union 
Essay Contest.” 

The contest is an opportunity 
for Vermont high school stu- 
dents to describe a major issue 
facing our country and propose 
what they would do to solve it. 
The 250-to-500-word essays can 
center on any issue of national 
importance. 

A volunteer panel of Vermont 
teachers will judge the essays on 
the students’ ability to articulate 
an issue and propose a solution, 
without regard to the students’ 
political views. 

Sanders will enter the 


436 Western Ave., Brattleboro, Vermont 


Country Deli 


(802) 257-9254 « www.vermontcountrydeli.com 
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FINE CONTEMPORARY GLASS 
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167 Main Street, Brattleboro VT 05301 [802] 246 3015 
www.penelopewurr.com 
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532 Putney Road, Brattleboro 


802-362-2424 or 802-254-4208 « friendsofthesun.com 
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READERS CHOICE AWARDS 


GET YOUR 
COUPON BOOK 
VALUE FOR 


essays of the 10 finalists into the 
Congressional Record, the official 
archive of the U.S. Congress. 
“T started this essay contest 11 
years ago to help our students 
be actively engaged, no matter 
where they stand on the issues,” 
said Sanders, who serves on the 
Senate Education Committee. 
“This year, our state and na- 
tion face a health and economic 
crisis caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, coupled with a re- 
newed fight for racial justice,” 
Sanders continued. “To my 
mind, the unprecedented na- 
ture of this time makes it more 





important than ever to hear per- 
spectives and innovative ideas 
from you, our young people.” 

More than 4,600 students 
from high schools throughout 
Vermont have written essays in 
the past 10 years about issues like 
climate change, access to mental 
health care, and the rising cost 
of college. 


The deadline for student essay sub- 
mussions is Tuesday, Fan. 12, 2021. 
For more information, visit sanders. 
senate.gov/stateoftheunion or call 
800-339-9834, 


SHOP LO CAL and Spend your 


Bucks this Holiday Season in Bellows Falls, 
Rockingham, Saxtons River, Westminster, 
and Grafton for a chance to win! 
























Bry Shop Local Card Program has begun! | 


Shop to Win! Earn stamps with purchases and fill 
a card for a chance to win prizes in our raffle. 
Drawing is on January 5th! 

Enjoy the Holidays...and Like BFDDA on Facebook 
for more chances to win! 

Visit bellowsfallsvt.org for more details. 
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Mi Sandes 


of visitors, many of whom are ea- 
ger buyers of fine art. The can- 
cellation of the event this year 
hurt many of the artists on the 
tour, making these annual sales 
impossible. 

An online store was the answer 
to many safety-conscious chal- 
lenges brought on by the pan- 
demic, but it also helped to free 
Sandes’s art in ways that it had 
always felt limited. 

In an era of “tiny houses” and 
downsizing, the large scale of 
Sandes’s original artworks have 
prohibited some sales. 

“Most of my paintings are large 
— starting at a modest 32 inches x 
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25 inches but heading up to 6 or 8 
feet. This store is a chance to offer 
the more practical and varied ap- 
plications that people have asked 
for,” he said. 

For more than 40 years, Sandes 
has produced figurative works on 
nature-based and art historical 
themes for private and corporate 
collections. He was inspired to 
become an artist because of child- 
hood visits to the Art Institute of 
Chicago. 

After studying comparative lit- 
erature in college and acting at 
theater school in New York, where 
he met and wed Welsh. 

They went on to spend two 


Brattleboro 


Wash Cards 
(50 washes per card) 


Reg.$700 Now $434.95 
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years living, working, and travel- 
ing in England and France, as well 
as the major art centers of Italy, 
Portugal, Spain, Netherlands, 
and Mexico. Those experiences 
informed his visual style. 
“Mostly what I do is a take on 
a well-established genre. I’m do- 
ing the thing and reflecting on it, 
so viewers may see what’s there, 
which I hope delights them,” he 
said. “Or if they’ve seen a lot of art 
and life, they may see references 
reverberating into art history.” 
Sandes has exhibited in galleries 
and museums across the United 
States and internationally. His 
work hangs in 32 U.S. states and 
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Washington, D.C., plus Australia, 
Myanmar, Canada, England, 
Germany, Mexico, Morocco, 
Puerto Rico, Switzerland, and 
the Virgin Islands, as well as in 
numerous private and corporate 
collections. 


Roger Sandes’ online store can be 
found at society6.com/rogersandes. 
To learn more about him, visit 
rogersandes.com; to learn more 
about the Rock River Artists, go to 
rockriverartists.com. 
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Canal Street Art Gallery features work by Greenhalgh 


BELLOWS FALLS—For 
this year’s holiday edition of 
Bellows Falls 3rd Friday art 
night on Friday, Dec. 18, Canal 
Street Art Gallery (CSAG), 23 
Canal St., will spotlight Corinne 
Greenhalgh through Jan. 2. 

On that same date, “LIVE 
Online with the Artists,” 
a Facebook Live event with 
Greenhalgh, will take place at 
facebook.com/canalstreetartgallery/ 
live. 

All live events are also pub- 
lished to the Events page at 
canalstreetartgallery.com 
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HEALING ARTS 
TREATMENTS 
& TRAINING 


Rebecca Rueter, M.A. 
Reiki Master since 1988 
802-275-7434 
reikihealingartsvt.com 


Buy Local This Season! 


th 


Three Trees 


Homestead 
80 Princesses Ln, Guilford, VT 
Small local shop featuring 


CEMA MEME NY 
local vendors. 


CHRISTMAS TREES 
will be available the day 
after Thanksgiving. 
All proceeds from Christmas Tree 
sales will benefit the Guilford 
Volunteer Fire Department. 


For hours check our 
Facebook Page 


(canalstreetartgallery.com/events. 
html). 

CSAG has launched Online 
Viewing Rooms, an interactive 
feature that streams more about 
each artist’s inspiration and pro- 
cess, explores detailed views of 
selected artworks, and sees the 
artists in their studios. 

Greenhalgh is presenting an 
installation of her prolific work 
encompassing her oil painting, 
her embroidered text on found 
linen, and a new series of collage: 
“Our Family: The Bliss Family 
Album.” 


<a AEE Ta Vi 


Her predominantly abstract 
paintings explore texture and 
color and shapes and lines, often 
alluding to a psychological quest 
or struggle. 

Greenhalgh’s embroidered 
text pieces offer a more literal 
subject, focusing on cultural 
commentary. The artist finds 
hand-embroidered antique linens 
and, in saving them, honors the 
cultural heritage of the women 
who made them and forwards 
them into modernity by embroi- 
dering quotes and lyrics. 

In “Our Family: The Bliss 


Family Album,” a found-object 
collage project, Greenhalgh uses 
the original 19th-century cab- 
inet-card portrait photos of an 
abandoned family album, along 
with pop-culture and modern 
imagery. This series includes art- 
ist prints presented alongside the 
original photo album. 

This holiday season, CSAG is 
donating 1 percent of its profits 
to a fund for the restoration and 
maintenance of existing public 
art in Rockingham. 


GIVE THE GIFT 
OF CIRCUS 
GIFT CERTIFICATES 


FOR NECCA 


Give the perfect gift of 
circus this season. Stay 
active with online or in 
person classes (with 
COVID precautions, of 
course!). 


MORE INFO 

(802) 254-9780 
Brattleboro, Vermont 
necenterforcircusarts.org 
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“Like people, plants respond to 


extra attention.” 


-H. Peter Loewer 
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Build on relationships 


Who you work with matters in planning your 
future. Our work is focused on your goals, your 
life, and your future. We are your allies and 
guides in building the tomorrow youte working 
so hard for. It all starts with a conversation— 
let's talk. 


Vermont Hempicurean is 
dedicated to supporting local 
hemp farmers with Farm to 
Body CBD infused solutions 
for people and their pets. 
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Then, COVID-19 hit. 

Most of the Town Arts Fund 
recipients were able to pivot 
their projects, said Fantl and 
ee. 

For example, Erin Maile 
O’Keefe of the Human 
Connection Project helped 
create Handy Stations this sum- 
mer. The installations were 
located outside downtown busi- 
nesses and offered hand sani- 
tizer while also showcasing the 
work of local artists. 

The pandemic has walloped 
most creative fields. Responding 
to the public health crisis has 
meant that arts organizations 
needed to stop in-person col- 
laborating, stop performing, and 
stop opening their doors. 

Many artists and arts or- 
ganizations pivoted to online 
events in order to serve cre- 
ators and community alike. 
Weston Playhouse launched a 
series of events under the ban- 
ner of a reimagined 2020 sea- 
son. For example, the theater 
commissioned 14 playwrights 





Performing arts 

"Sita Sings The Blues!" (2009) - 
Epsilon Spires Theatre (Virtual): 
Animated, feminist retelling of "Rama- 
yana" featuring Annette Hanshaw's 
1920s jazz vocals. Post-film discussion 
with director Nina Paley, and Vidhi 
Salla, host of the international Vidhi's 
Bollywood Jukebox radio program. 
Comic-strip artist Nina Paley weaves 
together diverse elements in an 
eclectic cultural tapestry about the 
universality of heartbreak. The first is 
the Indian myth, "Ramayana," about 
Sita, a goddess rejected and betrayed 
by the one she loves. 

> 11:40 a.m. - midnight. Vidhi's 
Bollywood Film Club is a new monthly 
series, This Hindu classic is recounted/ 
interpreted by 3 witty Indonesian 
shadow puppets who play the role 

of a Greek chorus to provide comic 
relief. Trailer: www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=Ot0 BNbXnz5s. 
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latchis.com 802.246.1500 
DEC. 18 - DEC. 22 


WONDER 
WOMAN PG-13 


6:45 PM FRIDAY - TUESDAY 
2:45 P.M. SATURDAY & SUNDAY 


THE CROODS: 

A NEW AGE PG 
6:45 PM FRIDAY - TUESDAY 
2:45 PM SATURDAY & SUNDAY 


ELF PG 
7 PM FRIDAY - TUESDAY 
3 PM SATURDAY & SUNDAY 


WONDER WOMAN 
(1984) 
OPENING DECEMBER 25 








B Town Arts Fund 


to create one-person plays 
and record them as a series of 
performances. 

That series, “One Room,” 
where each writer “explores 
the events of this year by look- 
ing at our homes as spaces of 
possibility and creativity,” was 
released en masse last summer, 
according to the theater’s web- 
site (westonplayhouse.org). 


Doing a lot 
with a little 

Unlike the ACWC, many of 
the larger arts organizations in 
Vermont have paid staff who 
have the time to plan new proj- 
ects as well as seek new fund- 
ing avenues. 

As volunteers, Fantl and 
Lee have found pivoting under 
COVID-19 a little more chal- 
lenging for the organization. 

That lack of resources “has 
slowed down a lot of what we 
do over the course of the pan- 
demic,” Fantl said. 

But as much as the two trust- 
ees acknowledge the challenges 


THE ARTS 


of working on a small, all-vol- 
unteer-run arts council, they 
are also embracing that same 
smallness and the idea of slow 
creativity. 

“T think one of the things that 
we’ve been able to do — in our 
own way, as a smaller organi- 
zation — is to embrace to the 
best of our ability some of that 
slow approach and some of the 
emergent process that can come 
with that, since we’re not trying 
to compete with larger funding 
organizations,” Fantl said. 

“Partly because we can’t at 
this point,” she acknowledged, 
“but also because that [slow- 
ness] seems aligned with the 
spirit of what the town arts fund 
is trying to do.” 

The new vision for the 
ACWC, however, started be- 
fore COVID-19 entered stage 
right. According to Lee and 
Fantl, approximately two years 
ago, the arts council was close to 
dying. In 2018, interested com- 
munity members held a series 
of gatherings to talk about the 


organization’s future. 

An initiative to grow out 
of these conversations was 
Brattleboro’s Town Arts Fund. 

According to Fantl, the fund 
moved beyond traditional pub- 
lic art — sculptures or murals — 
and sought projects that could 
partner with social-service orga- 
nizations. Applications opened 
in October 2019. Out of 39 ap- 
plications, six received funding. 

All six projects originally de- 
pended upon community par- 
ticipation, said Fantl and Lee. 

Fantl said the ACWC and the 
award recipients held multiple 
meetings to discuss their proj- 
ects. The projects that could 
do so reshaped themselves to fit 
within the needs of COVID-19 
public health guidelines. 

As Fantl and Lee open the 
2021 round of grants from 
the Town Arts Fund, they 
are also looking at their own 
organization. 

They hope to hold (online) 
gatherings that ask some exis- 
tential questions: In this time 
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of pivoting, are there ways they 
can improve the ACWC? Can 
other organizational models — 
besides the professional non- 
profits or volunteer-run groups 
— serve the local creative com- 
munity better? 

Lee worries about creative 
work, workers, and groups that 
have been disappearing during 
the pandemic. 

“T worry the most about the 
small efforts — not just volun- 
teer-run organizations such as 
ours, but small collectives and 
culturally specific organiza- 
tions,” Lee said. 

Lee said that she respects 
how many funding organiza- 
tions have lowered their re- 
quirements so more people can 
access financial support. But in 
many cases, she said, the bar is 
still too high for small organiza- 
tions or independent creatives 
— one reason the trustees have 
decided to lower the Town Arts 
Fund award to $1,000 and ask 
applicants to focus on short- 
term projects. 


FROM SECTION FRONT 


Beyond 
‘art-with-a-capital-A’ 

Fantl has been based at 
Keene State College’s Redfern 
Arts Center for the past 13 
years. Prior to that, she worked 
in Massachusetts with the 
Somerville Arts Council. 

This background has led her 
to feel there is a schism in the 
arts world, between art-with-a- 
capital-A and the wider universe 
that the creative fields inhabit. 

She said that expanding that 
scope makes it possible to talk 
about “cultural workers and 
practitioners of all kinds and 
people who don’t neatly fit 
[within artist categories]. 

“T think that there is, I hope, 
a growing understanding of the 
breadth of what creative work 
really is.” 


For more information about the 
Town Arts Fund and application 
criteria, visit artswindhamcounty. 
org/taf. 


arts & community CALENDAR 


THURSDAY con:. 


> Online. Information: RSVP for 
links and updates: epsilonspires.org/ 
schedule. 


The written word 


Youth Essay Contest (Senator Bernie 
Sanders 11th annual State of the 
Union essay contest): Sen. Sanders 
created this contest to give VT high 
school students an opportunity to 
describe a major issue facing our 
country and propose what they would 
do to solve it. The 250-500 word essays 
can be on any issue of national impor- 
tance. Sanders will enter the essays of 
the ten finalists into the Congressional 
Record - the official archive of the U.S. 
Congress. 

> "I! started this essay contest 11 
years ago to help our students be ac- 
tively engaged, no matter where they 
stand on the issues," said Sanders, 
who serves on the Senate education 
committee. "This year, our state and 
nation face a health and economic cri- 
sis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
coupled with a renewed fight for racial 
Justice. Many of you have seen family 
members struggle because of lost 
wages or health concerns, you have 
been asked to learn online, and you 
face a future that may feel uncertain. 
To my mind, the unprecedented nature 
of this time makes it more important 
than ever to hear perspectives and 
innovative ideas from you, our young 
people." Over 4,600 students from high 
schools throughout VT have written 
essays in the past 10 years about criti- 
cally important issues, including cli- 
mate change, access to mental health 
care, the rising cost of college, and 
much, much more. A volunteer panel 
of VT teachers will judge the essays on 
the students’ ability to articulate an 
issue and propose a solution, without 
regard to the students’ political views. 
> Through Tuesday, January 12, 
2021. 

> State of the Union Essay Contest. 
Information: More info: sanders. 
senate.gov/stateoftheunion or call 
800-339-9834, 


Kids and families 


Brattleboro Rec & Parks - Egg Carton 
Crafts and Painted Planters (Two 
Virtual "How To" Videos): Easy crafts 
and decorations for you and your fam- 
ily to celebrate winter. 

> 12/17: Egg Cartons; 12/18: Painted 
Planters. 

> Through Friday, December 18. 


Breath of the Heart 


Enlivening ¢ Deeply Healing 
Individual & Group Sessions Available 
Offering Woman/Mother Groups 


Kaiilama Morris 
Therapeutic Breath Practitioner 
“Breath is the master key to health and 


wellness a function we can learn to regulate 

and develop in order to improve our 

physical, mental, and spiritual well-being.” 
— Andrew Weil, MD 


37 Sawmill Road Newfane, VT 
(413) 512-0470 
lovingspirit]1 @gmail.com 
www. breathoftheheart.com 


Compassion & Convenience 
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ASK ABOUT SAME-DAY APPOINTMENTS 
FIRST-TIME PATIENTS WELCOME 
ON-SITE LAB, X-RAY, AND PHARMACY 
MONDAY - FRIDAY: 7AM — 5PM 


GGrace Cottage 


FAMILY HEALTH 
& HOSPITAL 


185 Grafton Rd, Townshend, VT - gracecottage.org - 802-365-4331 


> Free. 
> Online. Online registration form: 
brattleboro.org, Info: 802-254-5808. 


BRATTLEBORO Brooks Memorial 
Library - Book Bundle Giveaway: 
Each book bundle contains a selection 
of brand new books around a theme 
or reading level, and the books will 

be displayed in the post. If you're 
interested in a bundle, comment on 
the post before midnight that day. 
Once we've chosen the winner, we'll 
post their name on our page. 

> 6a.m.Anew book bundle is posted 
each day on Facebook. Connect with 
us to arrange pick-up of your prize 
either via Facebook Messenger or con- 
tact the Children's Room directly. 

> Through Saturday, December 19. 
> Free. 

> Brooks Memorial Library, 224 
Main St. Information: 802-254-5290; 
brookslibraryvt.org. 
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Community building 


Artist Development Grants - Call for 
Applications: Supporting artists at all 
stages of their careers to fund activities 
that enhance mastery of an artist's 
craft or skills/activities that increase 
the viability of an artist's business. 
Grants also support teaching artists in 
developing skills necessary to provide 
instruction in K-12 schools remotely 
during COVID-19 or support aspects of 
creating new work when the activity 
allows you to accept a rare important 
opportunity. Grant amounts range 
from $250-$1,000. 

> DL this round: 1/11/21. Applica- 
tions evaluated in 3 areas: impact, 
planning, and budget. Priority given to 
first time grantees and proposals for 
rare or unique opportunities. The Artist 
Development program has supported 
277 VT artists since 2009. For examples 
of previously funded projects, see list 
of recent grantees. 

> Through Monday, January 11, 
2021. 

> Vermont Arts Council. Infor- 
mation: Full details and online 
application: vermontartscouncil.org/ 
artistdevelopment. 


MARLBORO Marlboro Community 
Food Share: Fill a grocery bag with 
non-perishables and fresh local pro- 
duce, Available for anyone who could 
use an extra bag of groceries or knows 
someone who does. To donate: Leave 
non-perishable food in the donation 
box at the Marlboro Post Office (col- 
lected weekly). 

P 4:30-5:30 p.m. every Thursday. 
Food is set up in Marlboro Community 
Center's entry-way. Enter one person 
at a time. Bring grocery bag or use 
ours. Masks required. Gardeners and 
farmers welcome to donate produce. 
Wear masks, wash hands when har- 
vesting/handling food. No registration 
or eligibility required. Fresh produce 
can be dropped off at the Community 
Center on Thur. from 1-4 p.m. Leftover 
produce taken to FoodWorks the fol- 
lowing morning. Leave non-perishable 


food in the donation box at the Marl- 
boro Post Office. It will be collected on 
a weekly-basis. 

> Marlboro Community Center, 524 
South Rd. Information: Deliveries 
made through Marlboro Cares for 
those needing assistance. For delivery, 
call in advance: 802-258-3030. 


Community meals 


GUILFORD Guilford Cares Food 
Pantry: Guilford Cares Food Pantry 
continues to operate during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. They are well 
stocked with the staples you need for 
your family and are following viral 
guidelines to limit risk. Anyone in need 
of supplemental food for themselves 
or their families is welcome. 

> 5-6p.m. on Thursdays, Remain 

in your car. A volunteer will give you a 
"shopping list" (fresh produce, staples, 
meat, dairy) for you to mark items 
you would like (bring a pen). Another 
volunteer will fill a bag (bring one) and 
bring it to porch where you will pick it 
up. Questions, concerns, donate gro- 
ceries/monetary gifts, call Pat Haine: 
802-257-0626. If you cannot come due 
to illness/high risk, call Pat to arrange 
for food delivery by a volunteer. 

> Broad Brook Community Center, 
3940 Guilford Center Rd. Information: 
More questions/info: 802-579-1350, 
guilfordcaresvt@gmail.com. 


TOWNSHEND Free Food - Veg- 
gieVanGo: Grace Cottage hosts VT 
Foodbank's "VeggieVanGo" free food 
distribution program at least once a 
month. The purpose of the program 

is to help people obtain fresh fruits 
and vegetables to sustain a healthy 
lifestyle. All are welcome and no proof 
of eligibility is required. 

> 12noon-1p.m. in Leland and 
Gray's lower parking lot. 

> Free. 

> Leland and Gray Union Middle and 
High School, 2042 VT Rte 30. Some- 
times a second food distribution in a 
month is organized with little advance 
notice: Updates: gracecottage.org. 
Visual arts 

and shows 


BRATTLEBORO ""'The Looking Glass 
Season": Featuring five artists who 
live in the Brattleboro area: Tina Olsen, 
Markie Sallick, Walter Hagedorn, John 
Loggia, and Schuyler Gould. 

> This show is designed so that it can 
be seen through 118 Elliot's street level 
windows until 9 p.m. every day. (Ex- 
hibit may continue through 1/2021). 

P One Eighteen Elliot, 118 Elliot St. 
Information: 118elliot.com, 118elliot. 
com. 


Film and video 


Divine Love (2019) (Epsilon Spires 
Virtual Cinema): Commodified faith 
dominates this near-future vision of 
Brazil. Sci-fi aesthetics, incisive satire, 
sanctimonious eroticism, Divino Amor 
takes on the influence of evangelical 


HOUGHTON SANITARY 
SERVICE INC. 


SEPTIC TANK SERVICE CLEANING 


Commercial & Residential Septic Pumping 


Portable Toilet Rentals 
also available 


Family Owned 
for 50 years 


Call 802-254-9221 


Guilford Ctr. Rd. Guilford, VT 


Employee 
Counseling and 
Resource Services 


Your employees are going through a lot... 
offer them a resource. 


Free, confidential, customized support to help 
employees with any kind of challenge (work, life, 
family, Covid, and more). 


Counseling and resource support by our team. 
Flexible and easy appointments. Plans available for 
employers of any size (5 to 500). An employee benefit 
you can afford with a high return on investment. 


Contact us to learn more. 
802-254-5875 OR help@adaptivahr.com 
We help businesses & people thrive! 








Christianity on the state - the far-right 
movement that elected populist Jair 
Bolsonaro. Premiere at the Sundance 
Film Festival, this is a commentary on 
the conservative, fanatical, nationalist 
agenda spreading worldwide and how 
those who don't espouse it, engage 
with it. 

» Directed by Gabriel Mas- 

caro. Sure to surprise and provoke. 
recommended for adult-viewing 

only. Trailer: www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=CFF2D69YZ4q. 

> Through Sunday, December 20. 

P $9.99. 

> Online. Information: row8.com/ 
movie-details/97382258_esb. 


FRIDAY 


Kids and families 


Brattleboro Rec & Parks - Egg Carton 
Crafts and Painted Planters (Two 
Virtual "How To" Videos): (See 12/17) 
> Free. 
> Online. Online registration form: 
brattleboro.org, Info: 802-254-5808. 


SATURDAY 





Kids and families 


VERNON Cookie Swap / Santa Fire 
Truck Drive-By 

P Cookie Swap: 9 a.m. - 12 noon. 
Sign up: www.facebook.com/ 
shelli.dunkleeharvey. Santa Fire Truck 
Drive-By: 1 p.m. Message Vernon 
Recreation Dept.: www.facebook, 
com/Vernon-Recreation-Depart- 
ment-480365605410157. 

> Vernon Recreation Dept. Informa- 
tion: 802-254-9251; vernonrec.com. 


Community building 


Southeastern VT Audubon Society 
(SEVT) - Annual Bird Count Today: 
This 100-year-old bird survey is held 
in many countries at the end of every 
year and adds considerable informa- 
tion about birds. The best way to 
contribute to the Bird Count this year 
is by counting birds at your bird feed- 
ers on Dec. 19. 

> 6p.m. Online event to collect 
results of today's bird count. Contact 
Cory Ross on how to conduct a feeder 
count and how to report the results: 
coryross24@gmail.com. SEVT website 
is www.sevtas.org. 

> Zoom. Information: Zoom 

link: us0O2web.zoom.us/meeting/ 
register/tZMrceiprTMsHtUlo- 
LURz7FrKVyYhjgsCvi. 


SUNDAY 


Ceremonies and 
memoriams 


St. Michael's Episcopal Church - 
"Longest Night" Winter Solstice 
Service (via Zoom): This program, 
scheduled for the Sunday closest to 
the shortest day of the year, is a non- 
denominational series of spiritual and 
secular readings and music that aims 
to comfort people facing darkness, 

be it death, divorce, job layoff, health 
challenge, hunger, homelessne, or 
separation from a loved one. 

> 4 p.m. Log in to www.stmichaels- 
vt.org and click on "Advent & Christ- 
mas Services." This event also features 
a candle lighting ceremony where 
participants can email dedications 
they want read aloud to the Rev. Phil- 
lip Wilson at 105pdwshw@gmail.com. 
> Zoom. 
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Well-being 

BRATTLEBORO Red Cross Blood 
Drive at NECCA: Give the gift of life! 
It's easy and so worth while. There are 
lots of protocols in place to make sure 
it's very safe with limited appoint- 
ments, required masks, and on-site 
temperature checks. 

P 12:30-5p.m. 

> New England Center for Circus 
Arts (Trapezium), 10 Town Crier 

Dr. Find out more and schedule a 
time: www.redcrossblood.org/give. 
html/donation-time 802-254-9780; 
necenterforcircusarts.org. 
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Community building 


PUTNEY Putney Monthly Free Food 
Drop Distribution (Change in Date 
for December): All are welcome to 
come for free produce and some non- 
perishable items distributed by the 
VT Foodbank and Putney Foodshelf. 
Because of COVID, we have switched 
to a drive-up model. Please stay in 
your car. Bags provided. Volunteers 
will put them in your trunk. Open to 
anyone in the community. 

P 9:30- 10:15 a.m. (usually 4th Thurs. 
of every month). Due to the expected 
snow storm on 12/17, our Food Drop 
date has changed to Monday, Dec. 21, 
at Carol Brown Way in front of Putney 
Meadows (the white building across 
from the Putney Co-op and Putney Fire 
Station). All are welcome. Because 

of COVID, drive-up service. Bags 
provided. Share this information with 
anyone you think would benefit. 

> Free. 

> Putney Meadows, 17 Carol Brown 
Way. Information: 802-387-8551. 


Community meals 


BRATTLEBORO Everyone Eats! Pick 
up Ready-Made Meals: This food 
relief pilot program leverages federal 
relief funds to engage local restaurants 
in making to-go meals for anyone in 
Brattleboro, Guilford, Vernon, Dum- 
merston, Putney whose food security 
is challenged by the COVID-19 crisis 
due to un/under-employment, home- 
lessness, other financial challenges. 
Eight Brattleboro restaurants: A Ver- 
mont Table, Dosa Kitchen, Duo, Hazel, 
Indian Masala, MamaSezz, Porch Too, 
The Works, and Yalla are providing 150 
meals per day. 

> 4-6p.m. Mon.-Thur. Please do not 
arrive early. Individuals/households 
can pick up meals in the parking 

lot. First-come, first-served. You will 
receive one individually packaged cold 
ready-to-eat or heat & serve dinner 
for each person you request a meal for 
while supplies last. Organizations can 
pick up pre-ordered meals at Mama 
$ezz in West Brattleboro. 

> Through Thursday, December 31. 
» Free. (Base cost of each meal is $10 
but any donation will be appreciated). 
> C.F Church Building, 80 Flat St. 
Information: brattleboro.com/ev- 
eryoneeats, frances@brattleboro.com 
(questions). 


Next week’s Calendar 
will cover two weeks 
(Thursday, Dec. 24- 
Wednesday, fan. 6). 


To submit ‘your 
event: calendar@ 
commonsnews.org 


Deadline: 
S p.m. Friday 


@ 

Visit 
commonsnews.org 
for more listings 
with more details 
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VIEWPOINT 


Process and accountability 


A lawyer representing 41 Halifax residents explains why they 
sued their town — and why they voluntarily dismissed the suit 


Halifax 
N AUGUST, 41 Halifax residents sued their 
town concerning its handling of the res- 
ignation of a Selectboard member. Last 
week, they voluntarily dismissed their 
complaint. 

This story of “Resignationgate” — why the 
plaintiffs sued and why they dismissed their 
suit — can’t be told without first telling the 
story of “Gravelgate.” 

In late 2019, two Selectboard members — 
Lewis Sumner and Mitch Green — negoti- 
ated with the third Selectboard member, Brad 
Rafus, to buy 10 acres of his property to estab- 
lish a gravel pit. 

In addition to being an elected official, 
Rafus held the appointed position of road 
commissioner and was employed as the road 
supervisor. 


CARA CHEYETTE, an attorney, rep- 
resented the plaintiffs 1n the legal action 
against the town of Halifax which she re- 
counts in this piece. 


Sumner and Green negotiated the deal in a 
way that maximized its secrecy, by negotiat- 
ing with Rafus and his wife in executive session 
and burying the $100,000 cost in the highway 
materials budget. 

The Selectboard arrived at the purchase 
price without any due diligence: before con- 
ducting any engineering studies to ascertain 
the quantity or quality of recoverable gravel, 
before determining whether an Act 250 per- 
mit would be necessary, before petitioning the 
Planning Commission and the Zoning Board 


for a permit to subdivide the property or oper- 
ate a quarry, and before estimating operation 
and reclamation costs. 

The Selectboard paid Rafus a non-refund- 
able $5,000 cash deposit and agreed that the 
costs of all studies and permits would be borne 
by the taxpayers. The board maintained that 
secrecy and the non-refundable deposit were 
necessary to avoid another buyer swooping in 
— this despite Rafus’s earlier declaration that 
no one would buy his land because of its prox- 
imity to the town’s now-closed, perfluoroocta- 
noic-acid-contaminated landfill. 

Meanwhile, a preliminary engineering study 
suggested that gravel from the site might be 
suitable only for washouts or road bases, not 
for road topping. 


THE DEAL CAME to public attention after Town 


Meeting, and it sparked public outcry. In May, 
some 80 residents signed a citizen petition de- 
manding that a Special Town Meeting be 
warned to vote on the deal. 

On the eve of the Selectboard having to ac- 
cede to that demand, Rafus announced that he 
and his wife were unwilling to extend the date 
of closing to permit further studies or a vote. 

Thus, the deal died a silent death. 

This seemed like the right result, but it was 
one that provided no accountability. 

¢ Rafus retained the $5,000 deposit while 
taxpayers shouldered the engineering and legal 
costs of the failed deal. 

¢ The deal violated the Halifax ethics policy 
— even the Attorney General’s Office com- 
mented, in response to a formal complaint, 
that the allegations of unethical conduct were 
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Letthem | 
go skung 


Exercise is an effective, natural 
treatment to fight depression, 
which 1s on the rise, particularly 
in girls. If the downhill ski 


resorts can open, why can’t our 
kids be on the nordic trails? 
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West Brattleboro 

WAS EXPECTING a ghost 

town when I dropped 

my 13-year-old daughter 

off at Okemo on a recent 
Sunday. I’d been working from 
home for months, only seeing 
the occasional friend for a walk, 


DIANA WHITNEY 
(diana-whitney.com) is a 
former nordic ski racer and | 
coach who writes across in § a —— ae = 
genres. Her work has ap- % | | | 
peared in many newspapers 
and magazines, including 
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The New York Times, 

and assumed mest Vermonters Glamour Ms. Magazine Hee 
were similarly wary of public and The OaCnIneran Post 
spaces during the pandemic. Her next book. You Don’t OPEN LETTER 

So it was shocking to drive eee Ey ee 
oe mevvenariage ane ans Poems for Guapo 
crowds waiting in the lift lines Trae ia eT Dene 8 
and cars swarming the parking lished in A val This ee 
cavtrwet mone C,erytral to our culture 
state plates. Through the lodge Vibiege eee eer 


windows, I spotted people sit- 
ting at tables, indoors. 

Despite the current surge in 
COVID-19, Vermont ski ar- 
eas are open for business. The 
scene I witnessed at Okemo is 
likely the same at Stratton and 
Mount Snow, and farther north 


Cross-country skiing is as Vermont as maple syrup and 
dairy. It can be a safe alternative to riskier sports for high- 
school kids, who should be allowed to participate. 


11, he claims the data do not 
support lifting it, and our chil- 
dren remain at home. 

I'd like to ask Dr. Mark 
Levine, the Vermont health 


at Sugarbush and Stowe. commissioner, why going to Putney backyard. And because it’s out- 
Apparently, it is safe for out- a crowded alpine ski area is a O GOV. PHIL SCOTT: HEIDI HENKEL 3s a math tutor, ski coach, and massage doors, the inherent risk of coro- 
of-state visitors to gather at our low-risk activity for spreading I applaud your ef- therapist. navirus infection is very low. 


I think school-based cross- 
country ski programs should 
run, even if other sports are un- 
able to safely. Perhaps some 
kids from other sports will tem- 
porarily join in and learn to ski, 
giving them a lifelong physical 


ski mountains, but it is not safe 
for Vermont kids to go cross- 
country skiing with their local 
clubs and teams. 


forts to keep us all 

safe from COVID-19. 
However, you made a mistake 
in shuttering all school sports, 
some of which are no danger 
at all for COVID-19. One, spe- 
cifically, is especially low risk, 


the coronavirus, while youth 
nordic skiing is not. 

I’d like to ask Gov. Scott 
why out-of-state skiers (who 
have likely flouted quarantine 
laws) can enjoy our Vermont 
mountains and eat in our 





on local Vermonters. Other 
than Craftsbury Outdoor 
Center and Prospect 
Mountain, cross-country ski 
centers in Vermont don’t tend 


Emily Dreissigacker, Tim 
Burke, Martha Rockwell, 
Laura Wilson, Kerrin Petty, 
and Trina Hosmer. There are 
likely more. 


ON Nov. 13, Gov. Phil Scott 
shut down all youth and recre- 


ational sports, and on Nov. 24, lodges, when Vermont kids are and is also a central part of Taking away cross-country toattractmuchbusinessfrom __activity. 
he cancelled all school winter § banned from meeting toexer- § Vermont culture. skiing is not the same thing as _ out of state. As a cross-country ski coach, 
sports until further notice. cise outdoors, masked and dis- Cross-country skiing is very taking away wrestling or bas- That means they aredepen- _I know of safe ways to hold 


practices, such as having kids 
ski individually around a loop 
and having the coach stand in 
one spot, giving kids technique 
pointers as they ski by. Some 
coaches already almost exclu- 
sively coach this way. 

Many high school cross- 
country ski teams, includ- 
ing Brattleboro Union High 
School’s, have places where 
they can practice near their 
schools. BUHS bought a 
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dent on local kids growing up 
skiing. To stay in business, they 
need to keep the school groups 
coming, because that’s where 
their future business comes 
from. 

It’s not just the ski centers. 
It’s also all the shops that sell 
cross-country ski equipment. 

Cross-country skiing is 
also good for people’s physi- 


ketball. Taking away cross- 
country skiing is like cutting 
off our right arm. It’s like can- 
celing the dairy industry. It’s 
a mistake — especially since 
cross-country skiing is out- 
doors and inherently socially 
distanced. 


central to Vermont culture, as 
central to it as maple syrup and 
dairy products — actually, I 
think, much more so. 

Vermont produced 
Olympians and Olympic 
coaches such as John Caldwell, 
Mike Gallagher, Jim Galanes, 
Bill Koch (silver medalist), 
Andy Newell, Ida Sargent, 
Jessie Diggins (gold med- 
alist), Liz Stephen, Sophie 
Caldwell, Patrick Caldwell, 
Susan Dunklee, Lowell Bailey, 


tanced, with their ski cohorts. 

The answer is that money 
talks. 

The ski areas are a multi- 
billion-dollar business with 
a powerful lobby — Okemo, 
Mount Snow, and Stowe are 
owned by Vail Resorts, which 
has been on a worldwide buy- 
ing spree. 

This industry also pro- 
vides vital seasonal jobs for 
Vermonters, who need them 

@ SEE LET THEM SKI, C2 


This ban includes nordic ski- 
ing, an individual sport that is 
inherently distanced and out- 
doors, with no physical con- 
tact. Vermont kids ages 4 to 
18 ski in the woods (or run, if 
there’s no snow) with clubs like 
the New England Bill Koch 
Youth Ski League or on their 
school teams, building physi- 
cal strength and mental clarity 
as they do. 

Scott says he will review the 
ban each week, but as of Dec. 


AS A FORMER high school ski 
coach, I have talked for years 
with cross-country ski area cal and mental health, is inex- 
owners from the state about pensive, and can be done in 

how their industry is dependent pretty much any Vermonter’s 


In a neighborhood off the beaten path but very close to downtown is this charming 2 story 
farm house style home. The level lot will be great for gardening and family gatherings. You will 
be very comfortable relaxing on the covered south facing porch. Enjoy the spacious renovated 
and updated kitchen with a great pantry and under cabinet lighting. There are 3 more rooms 
on the first floor that are open to many uses. Two rooms can be used as a 1st floor bedroom/ 


BELLVILLE 
REALTY 


BellvilleRealty.com 


Susan Bellville 
802-257-7979 X2 
255 Western Ave, Brattleboro, VT 
www.bellvillerealty.com 


sitting room with french doors and the living room. Or set up your living room, den and office 
on the 1st floor. The 2nd floor has 3 spacious bedrooms. The whole home has plenty of natural 
light. The home has had wiring updated, insulation installed to improve heating and cooling 
efficiency. Chimney has been lined. Laundry hookups in the 1st floor bath and in the basement. 


Exclusive: $218,000 
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Archery building 
could be adapted 
to its origina 

use asa 

train station 


E: “On the waterfront” 
[News, Dec. 9]: 

Brattleboro is due to get a 
new Amtrak station, and that 
will provide a great opportunity 
for the town. 

The original 1849 train sta- 
tion has survived and is owned 
by the town (the Archery build- 
ing). In the 30-plus years the 
building served as the town’s 
station, it witnessed a lot of 
history. From it, many of 
Vermont’s sons left to fight in 
the Civil War, and a large num- 
ber of war wounded returned 
to a large hospital in town. 

The old building was moved 
on rollers nearer the river when 
the Victorian station was built 
in 1881 and it has had a varied 
career since then. 

It could easily be moved 
back to the tracks, raised to the 
required high-platform level as 
required for modern Amtrak 
use, and resume the purpose 
for which it was originally built. 

This would not only avoid 
demolition of an historic struc- 
ture dating to the beginnings of 
Brattleboro’s railroad history, 
but it would combine the his- 
toric structure with a modern 
need and create a new chapter 
in Brattleboro’s long railroad 
history. 

One of the often-difficult 
parts of historic preservation is 


finding a compatible modern 
use, but here a railroad station 
would be reused as a railroad 
station. It is understood that 
the building has been much al- 
tered over the years and is not 
in the best of shape, but that 
actually can be an advantage 
because needed modifications 
can be done without destroy- 
ing historic fabric. There may 
be preservation grants avail- 
able along with great PR 
possibilities. 
For an example of what 
can be done, take a look at 
Vergennes. The old, derelict 
station there was relocated 
north a few hundred yards and 
restored to its former glory as 
a visitor’s center and passenger 
station for when Amtrak ser- 
vice begins to Burlington. 
North Bennington and 
Waterbury are other ex- 
amples and even in South 
Londonderry, where the rail- 
road is long gone, the restored 
station is a community center. 
Brattleboro has an opportu- 
nity and should take it. If the 
old building is demolished, it is 
gone forever. 
William Badger AIA 
Manchester Center 


Letter is sad proof 
that so many of 
us have nothing 
in common 


E: “Sincere Republicans 

won't find common 
ground with politicians who 
support our downfall” [Letters, 
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Spacious assisted living apartments available! 
Opportunity to join our 
award-winning community! 







1 BEDROOM APARTMENTS with private bath, 
choice of full kitchen/kitchenette, emergency call system, 
options for in-house meals, laundry, cleaning, and 
personal care services; hospital nearby. 


We have options for supportive and assisted living. 


To inquire and for an application, 
call 802-365-4115 x104 


Equal Housing Opportunity 


Valley Cares is a 2013 National Excellence in Action 
Award Winner! 


Steve says: 


“Ransomware 
Q spyware are, 
a growing ¢ 
nuisance that 
can lead to 
big problems. 
Be sure you're 
protected.” 


Serving the Brattleboro area since the tun of the century 
(802) 387-0058 
WIV. FEARLESSCOMPUTINGVT.COM 


Discounts available to seniors and anyone who needs a break 


VOICES 


LETTERS FROM READERS 


Dec. 9]: 

I’m so thankful for people 
like Mike Mrowicki who speak 
plainly and clearly about the 
enormous gap between sane, 
honest, rational, and ethical 
people and those who support 
Donald Trump. 

Mr. Mrowicki‘s recent 
Legislative Update [“In 
search of common ground,” 
Dec. 2] laments the pos- 
sibility of finding common 
ground between Democrats 
and ReTrumplicans, and he 
couldn’t be more correct. 

Now that Trump has at- 
tempted a coup, his latest 
assault on our democratic re- 
public, the gap is clear between 
traitors to the country who 
continue to support him and 
the rest of us: patriots who be- 
lieve in the rule of law and the 
positive role that representa- 
tive government can play in our 
lives. 

Gerard Cloutier’s letter 1s 
sad proof that so many of us 
have nothing in common. I like 
to be optimistic in life and try 
to reach across differences, but 
let’s be honest. 

The ReTrumpicans have 
declared open war on the 
American way of life that 
World War II veterans like my 
father hoped to preserve by en- 
listing in the army after Pearl 
Harbor. The enemy’s goals 
in that war were brazen; they 
are identical in my mind to 
Trump’s. 

ReTrumplicans’ goals are 
the destruction of representa- 
tive government, the end of 
free and fair elections, the cre- 
ation of a dictatorial and totali- 
tarian office of the president, 
the subordination of truth to 
lies, and the sordid list goes on 
and on. 

So long as Vermont 
Republicans ally themselves 
with the most destructive force 
in the history of our country, 
Trump and Trumpism, the 
gloves are off and the fight is 
on. There can be no compro- 
mise with the enemy within. 

Mr. Cloutier, try to under- 
stand why Gov. Phil Scott re- 
peatedly repudiates Trump, 
and then maybe you and other 
Trumpists will understand why 
a longtime public servant like 
Mr. Mrowicki sees little hope 
in compromise with what your 
party represents. 

Bill Conley 
Dummerston 


‘I have no interest 
in unifying 
with the racist, 
homophobic, 
corrupt base of 
Donald Trump’ 
E: “Sincere Republicans 
won't find common 
ground with politicians who 
support our downfall” [Letters, 
Dec. 9]: 

I am constantly amazed 
when Republicans such as 
Gerard Cloutier suggest that 
they support Donald Trump’s 


Transcribing, Editing 
and Proofreading 
Services 


Accurate, Confidential, 
Fast Turn-Around, Fair Pricing 


Elizabeth: 
elizabethjulia88@aol.com; 
802-257-7475 


We would like to 
thank our community 
NM ea 
mask donations. 


We are so lucky to live and 
work in a community that cares 
so much for our school district, 

students and staff. 


Thank You! 
WSESU School Nurses 
Psychoanalysis 


Pastoral 
Orr 


pease: and Couples 


an Janet Langdon 
Ray M. Div., NCPsyA 
River Road, Putney VT 
mp 802-275-2578 
jlies|@myfairpoint.net 


timetrade 


Brattleboro Time Trade exchanges 
Time Credits, a community 
currency that anyone can earn by 
using their time, resources, skills 
or energy to help others. 


802-246-1199 
www.brattleborotimetrade.org 


@ Skiing is Vt. culture 


snowmobile and grooming 
setup years ago. The school 
grooms the adjacent farm 
field. 

The athletes walk to prac- 
tice, as they’ve been doing for 
years. That means no risk of 
coronavirus infection from 
transportation and plenty 
of space for them to spread 
out while skiing. Many high 
school ski teams not already 
doing something like that 
can. Before BUHS did so, the 
school didn’t have a bus to 
take kids to practice. (I know 
— I was the coach.) Parents 
helped get kids to and from 
practice. There are ways to 
do the logistics so that kids 
can ski. 

Here in Windham County, 
most elementary and mid- 
dle schools have skiable ter- 
rain within walking distance: 


trails, big athletic fields, or 
both. Even the younger kids’ 


programs can run safely with 
no busing in many places. 
(The only possible signifi- 
cant risk that I can see is the 
transportation.) 


I CAN UNDERSTAND if you 
want to cancel high school 
ski races because of the bus- 
ing, traveling, and congre- 
gating involved. But I don’t 
think you should cancel the 
practices. 

You can issue other 
directives: 

¢ You could mandate that 
masks be worn at all times. 
Seronix makes a good, 
breathable, effective face 
mask for sports. 

¢ You could set the mini- 
mum distances between par- 
ticipants from 6 feet to 25 
feet — still totally doable. 

¢ You could also say that 
other sports teams are al- 
lowed to train in limited 


Let them ski 


even more in this lifeless 
COVID-19 economy. 

Don’t get me wrong, I’m 
not advocating to shut down 
the ski resorts. But if you’re 
going to let them open, then 
let our kids go out on the nor- 
dic ski trails. 

Don’t tailor Vermont’s 
public-health guidelines to 
benefit out-of-staters while 
Vermonters stay at home, 
isolated and at risk of depres- 
sion as we head into a long 
COVID-19 winter. 


WE NEED TO TALK about 
mental and emotional health, 
not only physical and eco- 
nomic health. I’m the mother 
of two teenage athletes who 


“return to law and order” and 
“ethics of hard work.” 

First off, the Trump admin- 
istration is the most corrupt in 
my lifetime — he puts fellow 
Republican crook, and law- 
and- order hypocrite, Richard 
Nixon and his merry band of 
thieves to shame. 

The number of Trump’s 
friends who have been in- 
dicted, the profiteering of 
millions of dollars off his prop- 
erties from our tax dollars, 
the extensive tax cheating and 
theft of funds from his “non- 
profit foundation,” the fact that 
his employees regularly ignore 
the Hatch Act (campaigning 
while on the public dime), and 
Trump’s daily incitement of his 
cult to violence are just a few 
of the acts that show his com- 
mitment to law and order. This 
is all before Trump is out the 
door, and we may never learn 
the true extent of his thefts 
from the American people. 

As far as hard work: Really? 
He is the laziest, most unpre- 
pared, and most uneducated 
person to ever hold a high of- 
fice in this country. I don’t 
even need to spell out the daily 
golfing and the television con- 
sumption that seem to take up 
his time, along with his whining 
and complaining on Twitter. 


struggled with isolation and 
depression during the ini- 
tial shutdown. I’ve called the 
National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline for one of my teens 
and live in fear of facing that 
darkness again. 

Depression, suicidal ide- 
ation, and substance use have 
all increased substantially for 
Americans — particularly 
girls — during the pandemic, 
according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention. The Vermont 
suicide rate is higher than av- 
erage and growing. 

Gov. Scott and his pub- 
lic health team should take 
these statistics into account 
while they calculate risk and 





And, Mr. Cloutier, you con- 
veniently left out his role in the 
deaths of hundreds of thou- 
sands of Americans from a vi- 
rus that has taken lives of tiny 
numbers of people in countries 
run by responsible, hard work- 
ing leadership willing to tell the 
truth about this pandemic. 

I could go on, but the real- 
ity is that as long as the Trump 
cult runs the Republican party, 
there will never be any kind of 
community coming together. 

I have no interest in unify- 
ing with the racist, homopho- 
bic, corrupt base of Donald 
Trump. 

Nancy Braus 
Brattleboro 


Researcher seeks 
Pee 

ra study on 
rural intimate 
partner violence 


Te awareness around in- 
timate partner violence 
(IPV) has been brought to 
the fore with the COVID-19 
pandemic — media attention 
has highlighted that globally, 
women already experiencing 
abuse are at risk of heightened 
violence along with a general 
proliferation of IPV overall 
during the pandemic. 
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FROM SECTION FRONT 


group sizes, distanced and 
masked, outdoors. If the in- 
door track team wants to 

go running 25 feet apart 
outdoors with masks, they 
should be allowed to. If the 
basketball team wants to do 
dribbling and cutting drills 25 
feet apart and masked in the 
parking lot, why not? Perhaps 
kids would need to split into 
three groups, each practicing 
twice a week. 

Please pay special attention 
to cross-country skiing, and 
prioritize it highly because 
of its inherent safety, be- 
cause of how important youth 
cross-country ski programs 
are to the larger ski indus- 
try in Vermont, and because 
of the sport’s central role in 
Vermont culture. 

Thank you for your atten- 
tion to this matter. 


FROM SECTION FRONT 


evaluate whether to continue 
banning our children from 
playing sports. 

Exercise is an effective, 
natural treatment to fight de- 
pression. Outside activity and 
exercise are what everyone 
needs right now, no matter 
their age. Vermont schools 
have shown they can follow 
health guidelines and run safe 
athletic programs that do not 
increase virus transmission. 

Our kids have already been 
through so much disappoint- 
ment and stress over the past 
10 months. 

It’s time to let them go 
skiing. 


Pandemic or not, however, 
in 2013 the World Health 
Organization described this 
type of gender violence as “a 
global health problem of epi- 
demic proportions” — af- 
fecting 30 percent of women 
worldwide. 

The violence women endure 
results in a myriad of health is- 
sues both physical and psycho- 
logical, which at times can be 
long lasting and chronic. 

Having worked in the field of 
domestic and sexual violence 
for over nine years, I know 
well the ways in which it inter- 
rupts and affects women’s lives 
in brutal ways. My doctoral 
studies in public health at the 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst have given me the 
time to delve deeper into un- 
derstanding this public health 
epidemic — an epidemic that I 
believe continues to be highly 
stigmatized, invisible to many, 
and dangerously mischarac- 
terized and largely treated as a 
private issue. 

Having lived in Brattleboro 
since 2007, I decided to con- 
duct my research in this area 
and bring a much-needed lens 
on rurality and intimate part- 
ner violence. 

Research shows that IPV 
rates are generally similar 
across rural, urban, and subur- 
ban areas. However, victims in 
rural areas overall tend to ex- 
perience more severe IPV and 
worsened overall psychologi- 
cal and physical health due to 
a variety of rural characteristics 
that lead to conditions of exac- 
erbated violence. 

One profound difference be- 
tween rural areas and urban 
centers is the geographical iso- 
lation and limited services such 
as transportation, emergency 
services, and hospital care in 
rural regions. 

Another unique and crucial 
characteristic of rural IPV is 
the close-knit communities that 
mark these regions, producing 
a lack of anonymity that make 
women less likely to report. 

I am currently recruiting 
women who have experienced 
(or are experiencing) violence 
in the New England area to 
participate in an interview to 
share their experiences. I hope 
to learn what obstacles ru- 
ral women face, how services 
can be strengthened to meet 
the needs of these women, and 
how both crisis center service 
providers and victims envision 
changes to improve services 
and push toward a world void 
of this type of violence. 

If you are interested in be- 
ing a part of this study, please 
contact me at amullany@umass. 
edu or at 802-275-4505 (talk 
or text). Participants will be 
paid for their time. You must 
be 18 or older, and abuse must 
have occurred in rural New 
England. 

Anna Mullany 
Brattleboro 


The writer 1s a fourth-year doc- 
toral student at UMass Amherst 
in the School of Public Health 
and Health Sciences. 
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AROUND 
THE TOWNS 


Dottie’s Discount 


Foods closing its doors 


BRATTLEBORO — The 
Brattleboro Food Co-op says 
it has closed Dottie’s Discount 
Foods on Flat Street after more 
than 10 years of operation. 

According to a news release, 
the Co-op had planned to wind 
down operations by the end of 
December, but Dottie’s sold off 
the remainder of its inventory 
ahead of schedule, so it closed 
at the end of the day on Dec. 15. 

In place of Dottie’s, the Co-op 
says that “new affordable food 
items in 52 categories are now 
being stocked at the Co-op. This 
includes staple items such as 
bread, milk, eggs, butter, peanut 
butter, fruits, vegetables, cheese, 
frozen food, and meat.” 

More details about the closure 
can be found at bit.ly/592-dotties. 


St. Michael’s hosts 
‘Longest Night’ service 


BRATTLEBORO — On 
Sunday, Dec. 20, at 4 p.m., St. 
Michael’s Episcopal Church on 
Putney Road hosts its annual 
“Longest Night” service online. 

In this time of COVID-19 and 
isolation from one another, the 
holiday season holds up a mag- 
nifying glass to what is going on 
in our lives, including pain and 
loss. Sadness and memories may 
seem overwhelming. 

“This inclusive service for all 
faiths points to the time in the 
cycle of nature where there is 
the least amount of daylight: the 
Longest Night. Yet, at the dark- 
est point, the day begins to grow 
longer and light increases,” the 
church writes in a news release. 

“With readings, prayers, the 
music of the cello, and the light- 
ing of candles massed together, 
all will look beyond the Longest 
Night to hope and healing. 

“Last year, in a pre-COVID 
time, individuals lit candles in 
the name of loved ones or pain- 
ful situations. They joined their 
candles with others to create a 
powerful glow. This year, as part 
of the service, candles will be lit 
for each person who asks and 
join it with others.” 

To join this service via Zoom, 
visit stmichaelsvermont.org, click 
on the “Advent & Christmas 
Services” link, and find the 
Longest Night service. 

An individual candle can be 
lit during the service in the name 
of a loved one or a painful situ- 
ation one is living with, along 


with words for the leader to say 
as the candle is lit. Email your 
request to Phillip Wilson, one of 
the leaders, at 105pdwshw@gmail. 
com. (Your name would not be 
given, just your dedication of 
the candle.) 


New WiFi hotspot 
installed in Guilford 


GUILFORD — Thanks 
to a project of the Vermont 
Department of Public Service 
(DPS), residents and students 
now have access to a new WiFi 
hotspot at the Town Office, mak- 
ing four points within the town’s 
boundaries. 

The service will be accessible 
from the parking lot. 

According to a news re- 
lease, DPS, in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, recently 
teamed up with the Deerfield 
Valley Communications Union 
District (DVCUD, also known 
as DVFiber) and local commu- 
nities to secure installation of 
additional locations with free 
wireless internet. 

Other locations in the pro- 
gram include Guilford Free 
Library, Guilford Volunteer 
Fire Department, and Guilford 
Central School. 

Through the federal 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) 
Act, DVCUD successfully ap- 
plied to the Vermont Agency 
of Commerce and Community 
Development for funds to secure 
20 hotspots in the district, which 
consists of 19 towns in Windham 
and Bennington counties. 

For more information about 
the DVCUD, visit dvfiber.net. 


Experienced Goods 
suspends accepting 


donations 


BRATTLEBORO — Due to 
an abundance of donations and 
having reached its storage capac- 
ity, Brattleboro Area Hospice’s 
Experienced Goods thrift store 
on Flat Street has stopped ac- 
cepting donations until further 
notice. 

Store hours remain Tuesdays 
through Saturdays, from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 

The nonprofit thrift store 
will be open on Christmas Eve, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., but will 
be closed from Friday, Dec. 25 
through Friday, Jan. 1. The store 
expects to reopen on Saturday, 
Jan. 2. 


Be Sure To Check Our Full Program Schedule @ brattleborotv.org 


LOCAL 


PROGRAM 
HIGHLIGHTS 


CHANNEL 8/1075 


BCTV Producer Awards Party: 
Wed. 6:30p 


Everyone Eats - Grateful for 
Brattleboro: Tue. 11:00a, Wed. 
5:00p, Thu. 5:00a, Sat. 5:00p, Sun. 


Here We Are with guest Eugene 
Uman - Vermont Jazz Center, 
Director: Mon. 8:00p, Tue. 6:30a, 
Wed. 1:00p, Fri. 6:30p, Sat. 7:30a, 
Sun. 3:00p 


Calvary Chapel of the West River 


Valley - Weekly Service: Tue. 9:00a, 


Fri. 7:;00a, Sun. 10:00a 


Brattleboro Literary Festival - 
Northern Landscapes with Peter 
Gaye and Julia Philips: Mon. 6:00a, 
Tue. 3:00p, Sat. 7:40p, Sun. 3:30p 


PR Benefits - Episode 29 - LaTricia 
Woods: Mon. 6:05p, Wed. 9:00a, 
Thu. 3:35p, Fri. 8:30p, Sat. 8:30a, 
Sun. 12:50p 


Guilford Community Church - 
Weekly Service: Wed. 6:30a, Sun. 


First Congregational Church - 
Weekly Service: Tue. 10:00a, Thu. 
3:00p, Sun. 6:00a 


Brattleboro Literary Festival - A 
Homeless Belonging with Nikita 


Stewart: Mon. 3:00p, Tue. 5:00a, Fri. 


9:05p, Sat. 6:00p 


Brattleboro Gallery Walk - Virtual 
Gallery Walk 12/4/20: Mon. 9:00a, 
Tue. 4:30p, Thu. 8:00p, Fri. 6:30a, 
Sun. 5:30p 


Brattleboro Literary Festival - 
Double Standards with Deesha 
Philyaw and Kelly Jo Ford: Mon. 
10:30a, Wed. 2:10p, Sun. 8:30p 


Next Stage Arts - Roots 

and Branches of Southern 
Appalachian Dance: Tue. 8:00p, 
Wed. 5:30a, Thu. 5:00p, Sat. 1:00p, 
Sun. 7:00a 


St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
Mass: Sun. 2:00p & 7:00p, Tue. 
7:00a & 2:00p 


Rotary Cares - Ep 30 - Mary 
Springer and Owen Houghton: 
Tue. 6:05p, Wed. 9:35a, Thu. 12:05p, 
Fri. 5:30p, Sat. 5:00a, Sun. 8:00p 


The World Fusion Show - EP 88 - 


Christopher Adler: Mon. 8:30p, Tue. 


6:00a, Thu. 1:00p, Fri. 8:00p, Sat. 
8:00a, Sun. 1:30p 


Brattleboro Literary Festival - Life 
Lessons, with authors Nick Flynn 
and Roger Rosenblatt: Mon. 1:00p, 
Thu. 6:00a, Sat. 8:30p, Sun. 5:00a 


CHANNEL 10/1085 


Brattleboro Selectboard Special 
Mtg. 12/8/20: Tue. 6:15p (LIVE), Thu. 
1:00p, Sat. 10:00a 


VT Nuclear Decommissioning 
Citizens Advisory Panel Mtg. 
12/7/20: Sat. 8:00p, Sun. 8:30a & 
6:00p 


Guilford Selectboard Mtg. 11/23/20 
Wed. 1:00p, Sun. 7:25a 


Putney Selectboard Mtg. 12/2/20: 
Mon. 10:00a, Sat. 2:40p 


Dummerston Selectboard Mtg. 
12/2/20: Wed. 8:45a, Sat. 1:30p 


Vernon Selectboard Mtg. 12/1/20: 
Mon. 6:50a, Tue. 3:00p, Fri. 4:45p 


Townshend Selectboard Mtg. 
12/8/20: Thu. 7:00p, Fri. 6:00a 


Jamaica Selectboard Mtg. 
11/23/20: Thu. 7:00p, Fri. 6:00a 


Energy Week with George Harvey 
& Tom Finnell: Mon. 9:00a, Tue. 
5:00p, Wed. 12:00p, Thu. 10:30a, 
Sun. 11:00a 


River Valleys Unified School 
District Bd Mtg. 12/7/20: Fri. 8:30p, 
Sat. 7:30a 


Newfane Selectboard Mtg. 12/7/20 
Wed. 6:00p, Thu. 6:00a, Fri. 11:30a 


Windham Southeast School 
District Bd Mtg. 12/2/20: Wed. 
7:00a, Sun. 12:00p 


West River Education District Bd 
Mtg. 12/8/20: Fri. 6:00p, Sat. 5:00a 


The David Pakman Show: Mon. 
8:00a, Tue. 9:00a, Wed. 5:00p, Fri. 
10:30a, Sun. 5:00p 


Brattleboro Planning Commissior 
Mtg. 12/7/20: Wed. 8:30p, Thu. 
8:30a, Fri. 2:;00p 


Brattleboro Community Safety 
Review Committee Open Mic 
Public Forum 11/21/20: Mon. 1:35p, 
Tue. 6:00a, Sun. 8:30p 


Note: Schedule subject to change. 
View full schedule and watch online at 
brattleboroTV.org 


BCTV’s Program Highlights are sponsored by The Commons. BCTV’s 
municipal meeting coverage helps Commons reporters stay in touch. 
Read about it in the Town & Village section at www.commonsnews.org. 


Brattleboro Community Television — 257-0888 
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Broad Brook Community Center 
launches winter fund drive 


GUILFORD—Broad Brook 
Community Center (BBCC) 
has announced a winter fund 
drive to support the major 
phase of renovations this spring. 
Thanks to a matching gift chal- 
lenge, all donations received by 
Jan. 31, 2021 will be doubled. 

The BBCC purchased the 
1896 building from Broad 
Brook Grange three years ago, 
began raising funds for a com- 
plete renovation, and com- 
pleted the first phase of work 
in 2018. 

The improvements ad- 
dressed accessibility and safety, 
and included a new entry ramp, 
restrooms compliant with the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act, and a fire escape. 

The second and major phase 
of renovation, which will begin 
in March 2021, includes the 
addition of a full basement, 
full weatherization, a sprinkler 
system, and a lift to the second- 
floor auditortum. 
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Across 
1. Vote by __ 
5. Flippant 

. Peanut butter kind 

. Nord’s opposite 

. Stand-up comic Edmonds 

. Remove knots 

Sy RU 

. Lemon’s base 

. Beastie who plays klezmer? 

. Pint selection 

. Back then 

. Undisguised 

. California’s Fort __ 

. Gas alternative 

. Elicits, as fear 

. Algonquian Indian 

. Communications dead 
zone? 

. Medieval weapons 

. Things that take forever to 
deliver the goods? 

. Skunk River city 

. Regular customer 

. Switch predecessor 

. For fear that 

. Act opener 

. Brief surveys 

. No longer standing where 
trees stop growing? 

. Places 

. Doce meses 

. Like outrageous humor 

. Bugs 

. Distinct feature 

. Hale 

. Cuban expat destination: 
Abbr. 

. Persist 

. Kitchen pest 

. Attempt 

. Robotics challenge 

. Designer's job 

. Actress Taylor-Joy 

. Cricket score 

. “Stop it or __ 

. Non-believers bought 
Monopoly? 

. Papers in Boston and 
Albany 

. Comics legend Will 

. H.S. class 

. [forehead slap! ] 

. Eastern Christian 

. During 

. Two ingredients in pasta 
salad? 

. One of the Titans 

. Nicole of “Baywatch” 

. Later 

. Hope is found here 

. Globe villain 

. Children’s literacy org. 

. Facetious 

. Sorority letter 

. General on takeout menus 

. Bloodsucking matriarchs? 

. Midnight zone fish 

. Prankster’s claim 

. Folder’s words 

. Small buzzer 

. QB Prescott 

. Mouths (off) 
“Hamilton” star __ 
Goldsberry 

. Big names 


Down 
. Gandhi's title 
. Married to admirer, say? 


4 
2 
3. Freelancer’s bill 
4. Grazing field 
5 
6 


" 


Elise 


. Slick 
. Inflame 


© Kendall ‘up to 5 qts 


Contractor Mathes Hulme 
Builders is in charge of the 
renovation, working with 
plans created by architect Jon 
Saccoccio and site plans by 
Stevens & Associates. All three 
business entities operate from 
Brattleboro. 

In a news release, BBCC 
President Don McLean said 
that a major portion of the to- 
tal project cost has already been 
raised. 

“We covered the cost of our 
first phase and are well on our 
way to funding Phase 2,” he 
said. “But we still have to raise 
over $500,000 more.” 

An anonymous donor 
has pledged to match up to 
$250,000 of gifts and pledges 
received by Jan. 31, he said. 

“Guilford is a small town, 
and this is a big request, but the 
renovated building will truly be 
its year-round community cen- 
ter,” McLean added. 

He emphasized that such 


popular events as the annual 
sugar-on-snow supper, dances, 
brunches, tai chi classes, work- 
shops, community meetings, 
and theater productions, serve 
the greater Guilford area. 

The building also hosts 
such services as the Guilford 
Cares Food Pantry, Green-Up 
Day, and Primary and General 
Election voting. 

In addition to donations 
from individuals, the project 
has received funding from the 
Downtown and Village Tax 
Credits program at the Agency 
of Commerce and Community 
Development. 

It also has received fund- 
ing from Preservation Trust of 
Vermont, Vermont Housing 
and Conservation Board, the 
Thomas Thompson Trust, 
the Windham Foundation, 
the Vermont Community 
Foundation, the Crosby- 
Gannett Fund, and Ben and 


Jerry’s. 


BRENDAN EMMETT QUIGLEY 


THE COMMONS CROSSWORD 


“Capitalization” 


The project received one of 
the first awards from the Paul 
Bruhn Historic Revitalization 
Grants Program from the 
National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. The program was 
renamed in memory of Bruhn, 
the longtime director of the 
Preservation Trust of Vermont, 
who died in 2019. 

“Paul visited our building 
several times, and was an en- 
thusiastic supporter of our proj- 
ect,” McLean said. 


To make a gift to this renova- 
tion project, you can go online to 
broadbrookcommunitycenter.org/ 
donate or send a check made out to 
Broad Brook Community Center, 
Inc. to Broad Brook Community 
Center, 1n care of Sandy Garland, 
Treasurer, 1968 Weatherhead 
Hollow Rd., Guilford, VT 05301. 
Any questions can be emailed to 
broadbrookcc@gmail.com. 
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7. Mixes up 

8. Bank deposit 

9. Senate vote 

0. Snacks cooked over a 
flame 

. Comedian Howie 

. Carry-__ (luggage) 

. Prefix with -pod 

. Believing in God 

. Ace pitcher, e.g. 

. Lab work 

. Empties the luggage 

. Certain lab work 

. Yuletide drinks 

. Lamebrain 

. Lugs to the second floor, 
Say 

. Bas-relief medium 

. Lovebird’s sound 

. Chi-Town daily 

__ Corning 

. Bra part 

. Flower girl's scatterings 

. True inner self 

. Employee for a day 

. Like some green sprays 

. Sexual attraction 

. Jetty 

. Buffalo’s home? 

. Blockheads 

. Form a crew 

. Sum answer 

. Lifts up 

. Printer brand 

. Betta tank mate 

. Rugby pileup 

. Nobody in particular 

. Six-time Emmy winner Daly 

. Audition for a part 

. Emo feeling 

. “Moby-Dick” narrator 

. Indian metropolis 


. 71-Down home 

. TV actress Kathryn 

. Comics author Gaiman 
. Go against the __ 

. Beets or turnips 

. Peaked, as a wave 

. Pirate’s element 

. Mayonnaise ingredient 
. ‘Merica 

. Writer Anais 

. Pool god Willie 

. Piled up 

. Ceases to act 
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solution 


Last issue’s 
“Bean Bag” 


. “Wild Thing” band 

“Le Mepris” actress 

. Tit will 

. Limp watch painter 

. Firing offense? 

. Croquet’s vaniant 

. 1971 Jane Fonda movie 
. 0.J. trial figure Kaelin 

. Capitol feature 

. Big Apple sch. 

. Former cosmonaut station 
. Bullet train to Paris 
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2020 Emily Cox and Henry Rathvon 


PUBLICATION OF THE CROSSWORD IS UNDERWRITTEN BY 


Brattleboro Tire 


558 Putney Rd., Brattleboro * 254-5411 


*up to 5 qts 


| PLUS FREE SAFETY DRIVING CHECK OVER 


INCLUDES 30 POINT COURTESY CHECK 
¢ Fluids * Belts * Hoses « Steering « Brakes 
¢ Lights & Much More Upon Request 
*($3.00 disposal fee) Most cars. Special diesel oil & filter extra. 
Call for appt. Offer ends 12/31/20. No other discounts apply. 


LOCALLY OWNED FOR OVER 41 YEARS 
WE DO TIRES AND 
ALL UNDER CAR SERVICE 


WINTER WEATHER IS HERE...NOW IS THE TIME 
TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT 


WINTER TIRES 
BUY 3 GET 1 


FREE 


Tire shipments 
coming in daily! 
Valid through 12/31 


FREE 
CHARGING 
SYSTEM 
CHECK 


Se 
BATTERIES 


tt 
Ids 


Expires 12/31 


VT State Green Sticker #12 


Inspection 


IS DUE NOW 
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B Halifax suit 


“deeply troubling.” 

The AG’s office doesn’t have 
jurisdiction over this kind of 
conduct, however, and with no 
enforcement mechanism, the 
town’s policy depends on pub- 
lic officials policing their own 
conduct. 

¢ The deal violated the spirit 
of the Open Meeting Law but 
not the letter of the law, so no 
open meeting violation could 
have led to any enforcement 
action. 

The law permits real estate 
transactions to be conducted 
in executive session. While the 
Selectboard appears to have 
taken advantage of that loop- 
hole to further an unethical 
plan, it was just unseemly, not 
unlawful. 

The only way to hold the 
Selectboard accountable was, 
consequently, through the po- 
litical process, and that was go- 
ing to take time. Green is up 
for re-election in 2021; Rafus, 
in 2022; Sumner, in 2023. 

And then the window of op- 
portunity for some measure of 
accountability through the po- 
litical process opened unex- 
pectedly early. 

On June 26, immediately 
after he announced that the 
gravel deal was off, Rafus 
claimed the deal had resulted 
in threats, he described people 
as “ridiculous,” and he con- 
cluded, “From this point for- 
ward, I resign my position on 
the Selectboard.” 

State law requires that va- 
cancies be posted within 10 
days, that vacancies be filled 
“forthwith” by appointment, 
and that residents be able to 
petition for a Special Town 
Meeting to fill those vacancies 
by election. 

The Selectboard didn’t post 
the vacancy, it didn’t appoint 
anyone, and it refused to act on 
this new citizen petition, signed 
by about 50 registered voters. 


SEVERAL WEEKS AFTER the citi- 
zen petition was presented to 
the Selectboard — 1.e., nearly 

a full month after Rafus an- 
nounced his resignation — he 
showed up at a board meet- 
ing and rescinded his resigna- 
tion, claiming that it had been 
“informal,” “hasty,” and made 
“under duress.” 

Town counsel was waiting in 
the wings there, as he had been 
at meetings about the gravel 
pit, ready to fend off public 
outcry. He said Rafus had a 
right to rescind his resignation 
at any time because he hadn’t 


put it in writing and because 
the board hadn’t “accepted” 
it. According to town coun- 
sel, there was no vacancy and, 
hence, the board was under no 
obligation to take the actions 
laid out under state law. 

Gravelgate had turned into 
Resignationgate. 

But where Gravelgate in- 
volved the violation of unen- 
forceable policies and norms, 
Resignationgate involved the 
violation of state law. 

And so, the 41 plaintiffs 
sued. 

The suit was a declaratory 
judgment action; that is, it 
sought an order — a “declara- 
tion” — that the town violated 
and needed to comply with 
the law. The suit wasn’t about 
money, nor did it prescribe 
a particular outcome. It was 
about process and accountabil- 
ity, the very things the public 
was denied during Gravelgate. 

By order dated Oct. 16, 
Windham Superior Court 
Judge Katherine Hayes agreed 
that state law doesn’t require 
that resignations be in writ- 
ing and it doesn’t require that a 
resignation be “accepted.” The 
Selectboard and town counsel 
were wrong. 

That should have been the 
end of the matter. 

At that juncture, the board 
should have posted the vacancy 
and appointed someone — 
Rafus, if he wanted to be ap- 
pointed and if his colleagues on 
the Board wanted him to stay. 

And they should have 
warned a Special Town 
Meeting at which Halifax vot- 
ers could elect someone for 
the balance of Rafus’s term 
— Rafus, if he wanted to run 
and if the voters wanted him to 
stay. Again, the case was about 
process, not about dictating an 
outcome. 

That wasn’t, however, the 
end of the matter. 

Why? Because the 
Selectboard, through town 
counsel, denied that Rafus said 
what he said at the June 26 
meeting and Judge Hayes was 
willing to indulge the town’s 
denial of the contents of public 
records. 

The plaintiffs spent hun- 
dreds of dollars producing a 
transcript from the town’s own 
audio of its own public official 
speaking at a public meeting to 
prove that Rafus said what he 
said. The town then conceded 
that, yes, Rafus uttered those 
words — but, it maintained, he 
didn’t mean what he said and 


VOICES 


FROM SECTION FRONT 


even if he uttered those words 
and meant them, he did so 
only because he had been “at- 
tacked” by the plaintiffs. 

Those were, in the plaintiffs’ 
view — and, apparently, in the 
view of many others in town — 
baseless allegations. More im- 
portantly, however, they were 
irrelevant to the legal issues 
presented by the case. 

As Judge Hayes had ruled, 
oral resignations are valid with- 
out any need for them to be in 
writing, and resignations are 
valid without having to wait for 
them to be “accepted” by the 
municipal authority. 

On June 26, Rafus declared 
that he had resigned “from this 
point forward” — nothing am- 
biguous or conditional about 
it — and he walked away from 
the Selectboard table. The 
board’s obligation to follow the 
law by way of notice, appoint- 
ment, and — if demanded by 
the voters — a Special Town 
Meeting was established once 
he uttered these unconditional 
words of resignation. 

Rafus’s right to challenge 
the board’s actions was a com- 
pletely separate matter. 

If Rafus believed he had 
been unfairly pressured to re- 
sign, he could have filed a le- 
gal claim against the town to 
regain his seat. He could have 
put his own money where his 
mouth was, hired a lawyer, and 
proved that he was forced out 
of office. 

Instead, Sumner and Green 
used town counsel’s services 
at taxpayer expense to sup- 
port Rafus’s illegitimate re- 
turn to the board. Closing 
ranks to protect Rafus’s inter- 
est and protect this particular 
Selectboard’s lock on control 
of the town trumped the tax- 
payers’ rights to due process, 
accountability, and transpar- 
ency. Resignationgate was mir- 
roring Gravelgate. 

Judge Hayes refused to ad- 
dress that argument, however. 
She ruled that what Rafus said, 
what he meant by what he 
said, and why he said what he 
said were open and disputed 
questions that prevented her 
from ruling on the ultimate le- 
gal question about the town’s 
obligations. 

The judge placed the onus 
on the plaintiffs to use the legal 
discovery process to uncover 
the truth of Rafus’s intentions 
and motivations. 

And rather than narrowing 
the issue to Rafus’s intent and 
motivation, she went so far as 





to say she was waiting for the 
plaintiffs to prove such un- 
deniable facts as to whether 
Halifax was even a municipal- 
ity and whether Sumner and 
Green were even members of 
the board. 


ON Nov. 30, the plaintiffs of- 
fered to settle the suit on the 
following terms. 

The plaintiffs would dismiss 
the complaint and withdraw 
their support for the vacancy 
petition if the board would ac- 
knowledge the vacancy and 
expedite an appointment pro- 
cess (appointing Rafus, if they 
wished). This would simply 
trigger a requirement that he 
run for the final year of his cur- 
rent term at Town Meeting 
2021. 

The Selectboard declined 
the offer. 

The plaintiffs were prepared 
to seek a ruling on the legal 
question from the Vermont 
Supreme Court and felt 
strongly about their chances 
there. But Judge Hayes made 
clear that she was not going 
to “pause” the legal discovery 
process and, meanwhile, she 
expected the parties to mediate 
their dispute, as well — a pro- 
cess that would likely cost sev- 
eral thousands of dollars. 

Meanwhile, the town’s un- 
willingness to settle confirmed 
that the board intended to 
spare no legal expense to pro- 
tect Rafus from having to run 
for his seat so soon after the 
gravel pit fiasco. And whose 
money was going to be foot- 
ing all of these legal expenses? 
The “deep pockets” of Halifax 
taxpayers. 


Moreover, exactly how were 
the plaintiffs supposed to dis- 
prove what Rafus meant when 
he uttered those words or 
whether he actually felt pres- 
sured to resign — by depos- 
ing his family, friends and 
co-workers? By subpoena-ing 
his phone records to see if he 
sent texts or emails to friends 
or family about his intentions? 
That’s ugly stuff that would 
unnecessarily pit neighbor 
against neighbor. 

And so, the plaintiffs agreed 
to voluntarily dismiss the 
complaint. 


I WAS GRATEFUL the plain- 

tiffs recognized that pressing 
forward had costs and conse- 
quences for our town and our 
neighbors — consequences that 
outweighed the satisfaction of 
an ultimately righteous victory. 

And I was grateful the plain- 
tiffs understood that pressing 
forward had costs and conse- 
quences for me, as well. 

I agreed to take the case pro 
bono. I did so because I believe 
public officials shouldn’t be 
permitted to act with impunity 
and that our town — my town 
— deserved leaders whose abil- 
ity to act in the public good 
wasn’t clouded by their desire 
to hold onto their positions of 
power. 

But the judge and the town’s 
approach to the case was forc- 
ing us down a path that threat- 
ened to push me beyond my 
capacity. I’m an independent 
contractor appointed to rep- 
resent indigent Massachusetts 
residents on appeal in cases 
that implicate constitutional 
rights — criminal convictions, 
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state-involved child welfare 
cases, involuntary civil commit- 
ments. I’m not a civil litigator; I 
don’t have an office or staff. 

In addition to being beyond 
the means of the plaintiffs and 
a burden to all Halifax taxpay- 
ers, the prospect of needless 
costly civil discovery and fruit- 
less costly mediation threat- 
ened to put my indigent clients’ 
cases and my own livelihood 
at risk. 


AT THE END of the day, we had 
a favorable ruling on the law, 
but change will only come at 
the ballot box. Here, then, is 
our collective clarion call to ac- 
tion for Halifax voters: 

1. Run for office or support 
new candidates who credibly 
commit to bringing account- 
ability and transparency back 
to town governance. 

2. Insist on an indepen- 
dent audit of the town’s books, 
something that hasn’t hap- 
pened in a decade and that the 
current board has resisted on 
financial grounds. 

3. Support an effort to pass 
an ethics ordinance so that 
those who would engage in 
another Gravelgate won’t get 
away scot-free. 

4. Be open to fresh debate 
about having a five-person, 
rather than a three-person, 
board. 

5. Raise concerns about 
whether one person should 
be permitted to exercise so 
much authority over budget- 
ing and roads by being, at the 
same time, road commissioner, 
road foreman, and Selectboard 
member. 


Hearing is Health Care. 


Hearing loss may seem manageable, 
but studies have shown 


long term consequences to 
mental and physical health. 


Don't wait - 
see a Doctor of Audiology. 


WE ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


Casey Milkey AuD, Alexandra Tully AuD « Sarah Moore AuD, Kimberly Messer LHAD 


BrattleboroHearing.com 


130 Austine Dr, Suite 210, Brattleboro, VT « 802-254-3922 » Open M-F 9am-12pm; 1pm-4pm 
217G Old Homestead Hwy, Swanzey, NH ¢ 603-354-3325 « Open M-Th 9am-12pm; 1pm-4pm 


Let's reflect on the good things in our 
lives, our families and our communities. 
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“I'm grateful to be part of this community that 
vigorously supports the work we're doing to 
end housing and food insecurity.” 


Send a box full of Winter Sunshine. 


3 unique varieties + FREE Shipping!’ 


— Josh Davis, Groundworks Collaborative, Brattleboro 


Brattleboro 


savings & LOAN | sm 


Certified 


221 Main Street, Brattleboro | 972 Putney Road, Brattleboro 
59 Vt Rte 30, Bondville | 108 East Main Street, Wilmington 
(802) 254-5333 | BrattBank.com 


These healthy, hand-picked, snack size fruit are specially nurtured and treasured for their ultra-sweet 
flavor. These will delight everyone on your list and for a very special price. 
° 6 Rio Ruby’ Red Gems 
¢ 4 Mini Fuji Apples “ua 
+ PON ca ome 
1-833-558-1817 (Pn 
Visit PittmanDavis.com/MN261 \ Od: 
‘ So, a 
Order Item #MXSP mention Code PNVH-N261 and Save 33% Voge 1% 
Order by December 17, 2020 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery. 
Call Now or go Online and SAVE 33% with FREE Shipping’ 
Limited time offer, good while supplies last. Not valid with any other offer. Limit 5 boxes per customer. 
Filimaneviwis- 


¢ 8 Tiny Tim Navels 
Only $19.99 (reg. $29-99), plus FREE Shipping.” Satisfaction completely guaranteed. 


Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender 2? 


Pittman & Davis, 
Harlingen, TX 78552 





IC: PNVH-N261 


* Free standard shipping to the 48 contiguous states. 





